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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: Jehovah is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abundant Mm lovingkindness.— Psa. 103 : 8 


3. October 17.—Elisha Heals Naaman the Syrian ; 2 Kings 5 
4. October 24.—Elisha’s Heavenly Defenders . 2 Kings 6 : 8-23 
5. October 31.—The Boy Joash Crowned 
Sere ee se ee 2 Kings 11: 1-20 

6. November 7.--Joash Repairs ‘the Temple . 2 Kings 11:21 to 12: 16 
7. November 14.—Daniel in the King’s Court (World’s 

‘Temperance Sunday) ‘ Dan. 1 
8. November 21.—Jonah a Missionary to Ninevch 

(Foreign Missionary Lesson) Jonah 3:1 toqiut 
9. November 28.—Amos, the Fearless Prophet (Home 
’ Missionary Lesson) . . Amos 5 : 1-15 
10. December 5. be: zziah’s Pride and Punishine nt . cole, gk A a ae 26 


11. December r2. 
ee ae ea ee . : . Hos. 11: r-1t 
12. December 19.—The Fall and C aptivity « of Israel . 2 Kings 17: 1-18 
Christmas Lesson: ‘The Song of the Angels . Luke 2 : 1-20 
13. De cember 26.—Review: Jehovah’s Gracious Promises to 
srae ‘ - . . Read Hos. 14 


-Jehovah Yearns over Backsliding 















And if there were no advertising, you 
would never know the service that some 
much-alive businesses can renderto you. When 
they speak to you in the columns of this paper, 
will you answer? 


Oe service can give a business real life. 








Lest I, Content, Grow Satisfied 
By Vlyn Johnson 


HERE thou hast work for me, dear God, 
There can I dwell in sweet content, 
Aware that time and strength and love 
Are in thy service gladly blent. 


Yet there dwells danger also, since 
In blind content some souls are tried, 
And fail to see God wills a change, 
Lest they, content, grow Satisfied. 


So when, dear God, I feel my soul 
Assured, as if its quest were right,— 

Help me, that hour, to rouse and search 
Thy will and mine for further light. 


“a R+4 


After Beginning Low 
It is a mistake to suppose that we can work up- 
ward from a lowly beginning. Man's reasoning tells 
us that we can; ‘and man’ s reasoning here, as usual, 
is wrong. It has been said that «Self-denial is the 
first lesson to be learned in Christ's school. . . . Those 
who would build high must begin low.’’ ‘That is true. 
But it is only haif of the truth; the other half ‘is that 
self-denial is the last lesson to be learned in Christ's 
school : those who would build high must always re- 
main low. For self is a hopeless and worthless and 
Self is just as unusable and worthless 





unusable thing. 


“not appal him. 


to God in a veteran saint, after three score and ten 
years of self-denial, as it was at the beginning of that 
life of sainthood. The secret of enduring discipleship, 
of growth, of steady and successful building, is that we 
continue a steadfast refusal or denial of self to the very 
end, and remain always ‘‘in the dust.’’ Then Christ, 
and Christ alone, can have the pre-eminence in our 
life. As we let him keep us always low, he will hold 
us in himself always on the heights. 


x— 
Proving Our Belief 


Can a man believe in prayer who does not pray ? 
He may think he believes in it, but does he? Is not 
his real belief in prayer measured accurately by the 
place he gives to prayer in his daily life? If he says 
he knows that prayer is the mightiest force in life, 
and then gives it less time and exercise in his own 
life than almost anything else, does he believe what 
he says he believes, or is he deceiving himself? It is 
interesting to contrast this common attitude with that 
of General Armstrong, of Hampton Institute, Vir- 
ginia, who not only said, ‘‘Prayer is the greatest 
thing in the world,’’ but of whom it has been said, 
‘Prayer with him was something to be done like 
other work for God.'’. His daughter has said that it 
was his meat and drink, and that he spent a tenth of 
his busiest days at prayer. ‘*The mystery of it did 
** When we pray in that way we can 
really begin to say that we believe in prayer. Until 
we thus prove our belief, we belie it. 


x 
Billy Sunday Against a Stone Wall 


Satan's heaviest attacks in any contest for souls 
are of great advantage to God's forces. For the day 
in which things look darkest can always mark the 
dawn of the biggest victory. A grave crisis marked 
the close of the third week of Billy Sunday’s cam- 
paign in Omaha, and serious concern took hold of 
Mr. Sunday and the members of his party. But 
something happened, and the Sabbath that followed 
the gloomy Saturday night was the greatest day of the 
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** Stunts ” 


HERE is a legitimate place in life for ‘‘stunts,’’ 
those spectacular exhibitions 6f strength, skill, 
or endurance. They are alluring to the young, 

and not without a proper attraction for older ones. 
He who has lost interest in them, or the impuise to 
them, has had die away within him the elastic spring 
of enjoyment and achievement. Blessed is he who 
can still be stirred by, or better to, a ‘*stunt.”’ 

‘*Stunts’’ are the natural expression of youth, and 

of abounding energy, whether youthful or not. To 
put forth our own powers in harmonious and delight- 
ful exercise is an innocent pleasure,—the joy of 
living. It is a tonic thing to set before oneself a 
beckoning, onward-leading mark of skill and power 
in some chosen activity. Foresight, patience, tem- 
perance, prudence, diligence, persistence, are called 
for and called forth by the long effort to bring eve or 
ear or hand or muscle to the point where it can go 
through some particular evolution with power, pre- 


Cision, ease. 
And yet, is there not a more excellent way? 
‘«Stunts’’ are useful, delightful, exhilarating ; but 


are they not too .often the mere fringes on the gar- 
ment of performance? Garments need not be devoid 
of fringes ; they probably ought not to be; but a 
garment all fringes, or chiefly fringes, would be a 
sleazy fabric. ‘The way of the homely, drudging 
‘«stint'' is the way of solid victory, the very warp 
and woof of life. The ‘‘stint’’ is a task set, a cer- 


campaign. The story is told on page 600 of this 
issue. Mr. Rodeheaver, ina message sent through 
Mr. Wallace to readers of the Times, tells why these 
‘*stone walls’’ come in every campaign and how 
they are to be met. There are few things in the 
world to-day that Satan is so eager to crush or cripple 
as the campaigns led by Mr. Sunday. Every Chris- 
tian should have a share in these great battles through 
intercession, The fascinating story of each campaign 
can be read in the every-week Billy Sunday News 
Bureau of The Sunday School Times. Tell your 
friends about it, and ask the Times to send them free 
sample copies. These grave crises in the campaigns 
—and in our own battles—locate the enemy, bring 
him out into the open, and compel Christians to call 
the supernatural forces of God into play if victory is 


to be won, 
4 
Self-Control Impossible 


No man has ever lived—save One—who could 
control himself. Self has a power to express itself that 
is utterly beyond our power to control. And self is a 
sinful, totally depraved thing. So we find ourselves 
in such a defeated, hopeless position that we can only 
cry out as one did long ago, ‘‘ Wretched man that I 
am.!''y,Then Christ speaks, and tells us how gladly 
he will’do’ for us the impossible. He can control 
that poisonously worthless self of ours ; he can coun- 
teract its power so completely that it cannot express 
itself. Like the storm on the séa that was beyond 
the power of the frightened disciples and threatening 
to destroy them, Christ can instantly and wholly over- 
come our self. We are told that ‘self-control in 
trifles trains to self-control in crises.'’ But this mir- 
aculous kind of self-control can never be attained by 
training ; it is the supernatural work of God. If he 
can control self in trifles he can control self in crises. 
And, humanly speaking, it is often more wonderful 
when self is controlled in trifles than in crises. But 
it is the same self, and the same miracle-working 


Lord, and the same miracle, all the time; and to 
bring these three together means the life of continual 
victory. 
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and ‘“ Stints” 


tain definite amount of achievement aimed at, so 
many machines completed, so many garments fin- 
ished, so many acres of ground plowed. Its purpose 
is not exhibition or admiration or the envy of others 
or the gratification of self ; it is often an achievement 
which has no witnesses but ourselves and God. It 
usually lacks the applause of the multitude, the spur 
of emulation, the stimulus of excitement, the allure 
of an outward prize. It is a steady, quiet, determined 
sort of performance which seems, and is, the sturdy 
plodding of a cart-horse, stolid hoofs pounding hard 
ground in successive monotonous blows, rather than 
the swift, rushing, musical strides of the racer, sing- 
ing a triumphant song of quick-won victory. 

No one can doubt that this is what gets the world's 
solidest work done. Wars are not decided by the 
brilliant battle-hours nearly so much as by the digging 
and the ditching, the slow plodding, the infinite detail 
before ard after. What moves humanity along is the 
daily task, keeping at it day in and day out. Which 
army in war can give and take the most of steady 
pounding, —that is the decisive question. ‘‘Stints’’ 
are the wheat; ‘‘stunts,’’ very often, are ‘‘the idle 
poppies in among the corn.’’ ‘*Stints’’ are ,the 
heavy artillery, the steadfast infantry, of conquest ; 
**stunts’’ are the caracoling cavalry, the eye-dazzling 
aeroplanes. Not Samson, the man of ‘‘stunts,’’ but 
Samuel, the man of ‘‘stints,’’ is the builder of Israel. 

Skill is, of course, a real achievement, a prize glo- 





598 * 


riously worth striving for ; yet skill, as the direct and 
chief object of endeavor, somehow does not satisfy 
the real and deeper craving of the soul, which is to 
get something actually worth while actually done. 
That is the reason why we can not take very lasting 
satisfaction in mere gymnastics, mere athletics. It is 
child's play, boy's work, after all,—earnest trifling. 
That pretty skill in keeping three balls in the air at 
once we good-naturedly admire, but when is the man 
going to begin keeping three zvons in the fire at once, 
and beating them into articles of use and beauty? 
‘*Wonderful,’” we seem to say, ‘* but what of it?’’ 
You have whirled your Indian clubs around for three 
hours ; let us see the watch, or the washboard, or 
even the clothespin, that results from all that labor ! 
**Skill,’” you answer, ‘*was what I aimed for.’’ 
.** Very well,’’ we reply, ‘*skill is worth while; but 
skill finds its end and aim and expression in some- 
thing more tangible than graceful or powerful ‘ passes’ 
in the atmosphere. Let us see your enduring product. 
It may be mental, or spiritual, and not material ; but 
what actual changes have you wrought in God’s world 
and in the souls of men ?”’ 

The ‘*stunt’’ develops certain elements of charac- 
ter, but it can not compare with the ‘‘stint’’ for that. 
Every admirak‘e thing that the ‘‘stunt’’ develops, the 
‘*stint’’ yet more, and a whole world of quality which 
the ‘‘stunt’’ nevercan. These spectacular feats, these 
things which have skill for their aim, call out and call 
forth will and patience and persistence ; but the quiet, 
steady pushing of a definite task calls for all these and 
more ; and gives more, too. The highest power, the 
highest finish, never comes to the ‘‘stunt’’ doer till 
he has ceased to be a ‘‘stunt’’ doer and has become 
a ‘*stint’’ worker, till he loses sight of.skill as a 
prime end and forgets himself in actual production ; 
in other words, till the ‘‘amateur’’ becomes the 
‘* professional,’’ till ‘‘athletics’’ ceases to be an avo- 
cation and becomes a business. The finest amateur 
always lacks the finish, the ease, the solidity, the real 
skill, which the professional has; practise pugilism 
never has the ‘‘punch’’ of the real article (though 
that particular kind of punch can well be dispensed 
with). 

But after all, may these two things not be brought 
together in one act? May not both unite in giving to 
what we do its true and piquant flavor and its real 
solidity and worth? Both elements are essential for 
the best growth of the soul. Times come when the 
faithful plodding must be supplemented by the quick 
dash, the deed of daring in which all the soul's powers 








What Should We Do for the Jews? 


It is not the great ‘* powers’’ of Europe that are 
uppermost ia God's thought in this day of the world’s 
distress, -—but the Jew. 

It is not ‘* Who is to have control of the seas?’’ or 
‘*Who is to have the place of power in Europe ?’’ 
that is ultimately the important question, —but ‘* Who 
is to have Palestine, the Land of the Jew ?’’ 

It is not the Belgian who has been the great sufferer 
in this war,—but the Jew. ‘* They have found them- 
selves between the upper and the nether millstones of 
the contending armies,’’ says the Jewish Chronicle, 
‘fulfilling the Jews’ historic mission of suffering, 
whatever the circumstances and whoever the victor.’’ 
Many reports from the eastern theater of the war sug- 
gest that, in all their career of suffering and exile, the 
Jews have never experienced the frightful and woeful 
desolations that their haters are heaping upon them 
in this war. 

David Baron, of London, the distinguished Jewish 
Christian missionary and scholar, who knows the sit- 
uation of his countrymen as perhaps no other living 
man does, has asked the question : ‘* Will one great 
issue of the present most terrible conflict among the 
nations be the re-establishment of the Jews in their 
own land?’’ He believes that many political events 
point toward such an outcome. Mr. Baron has writ- 
ten for The Sunday School Times an article on this 
question that will be to most Christians a startling reve- 
lation of the present paramount importance of Pales- 
tine—the land that unlocks the world’s history, and of 
the Land’s future masters, the Jews. The article will 
appear in two issues before the close of this year. 

The present situation is a call to the Christan 
Church as never before to world-wide prayer, world- 
wide Bibie study, and world-wide evangelism on be- 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


Thou Creator of all things, let the subtle and com- 
pelling charm and the elastic stability which thou hast 
infused into nature around us permeate our being also. 
Inweave into our lives the melody of wind and wave 
and singing trees; the fragrance of the rose; the easy 
grace of the flying bird; the solidity of the everlasting 
hills; the fertilizing potency of cloud and sunshine; the 
whol ful of the fruit tree and of well-tilled 
soil. Let that indwelling of thine which thus glorifies 
sea and sky and land be our glory also,—in that loftier 
disclosure of the divine which befits thy sons and daugh- 
sag until our entire being throbs and vibrates with thy 

e. 














go forth in high and splendid exercise. The fort must 
be taken, the spurt must be made, Jonathan and his 
armor-bearer must inspire Israel, The ordered heart- 
beat is the staple ; acceleration now and then shoots 
through the soul a generous fire that oxygenates every 
drop of blood, burns out the sluggishness, sets aflame 
the zeal and enthusiasm. 

Why not make every ‘‘stunt’’ a ‘‘stint,’’ a thing 
that represents steady purpose, will, fidelity, a thing 
that is a part of life’s ordered scheme, bringing us 
nearer the goa) because it covers just so much of the 
ground between? And why not make every ‘‘stint’’ 
a ‘‘stunt,’? putting into it the intense energy, the 
heightened speed, the heart and soul, the manly 
pride, the generous enthusiasm of the race and the 
exhibition hall? It zs a ‘‘stunt.’’ It is the one thing 
we are set to do in that moment, before the most au- 
gust audience the universe can show. Not the assem- 
bled representatives of Greece, as at the Olympic 
games, not the applauding crowd of the amphitheater, 
not Napoleon's ‘‘forty centuries looking down from 
the pyramids’’ ; but the cloud of fellow-witnesses tor 
Jesus, the angelic hosts, the spirits of just men made 
perfect, and, supremely, Jesus, our Forerunner, our 
File-leader, the Great Taskmaster in whose eye all 
our work is done. 


** Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve, 
And press with vigor on ; 
A heavenly race demands thy zeal, 
And an immortal crown ! 


‘* Blest Saviour, introduced by thee, 
Have I my race begun ; 
And, crowned with victory, at thy feet 
Vl lay my honors down !”’ 





half of Israel. 


To awaken American Christians to 
this new interest in the Jews a conference has been 


called by the Chicago Hebrew Mission. The invita- 
tion to the conference is published here so that The 
Sunday School Times readers may have a share in it 
either by attendance or by renewed intercession for 
Israel,—and thus share in the special blessings that 
God promises to*those who bless his Chosen People : 


CaM for a Conference on Behalf of Israel 


To all interested in the Chosen People of our God and 
the coming Kingdom of Jesus Christ. 


BELOVED IN GOD: 


We are living in an awful age. The signs of the 
times seem to call loudly for a representative gathering of 
the Christian Church for a prayerful study of the teaching 
of the prophets respecting '' the Jew, the Gentile, and the 
church of God.’’ It seems to us further that now’as never 
before in the history of the Christian Church should there 
be continual prayer and intercession for the people of Is- 
rael, Their fulness is the hope of the Gentile world. Until 
the times of the Gentiles end, and the times of the 
Jews return, our Lord will not be King in our midst. 

In the terrible European conflict Jew wars against Jew, 
and Jewish people in all the earth are questioning what 
the future for them holds, and Jew and Gentile alike are 
asking whereunto these things will grow. The action 
of the Jewish Societies in America on behalf of their suffer- 
ing brethren in the desolated lands, their man-made plans 
with regard to putting Israel back in her own land, the 
re-mapping of the entire war zone according to the terms of 
prophecy and the desperate spiritual needs of God's an- 
cient people, from whom. we have received our Saviour 
and our Bible, call loudly for an earnest study of the Word 
to see what God's plans are for his people ; and for earn- 
est prayer on their behalf. 

To this end a conference of Bible students has been 
called under the auspices of The Chicago Hebrew Mis- 
sion, to set forth from a biblical standpoint the teachings of 
the Word concerning Israel, past, present, and future, in 
the hope of awakening an interest throughout the church 
on their behalf. 

This conference is to be held, D. V., in Chicago, Illi- 








OCTOBER 16, 1915 


nois, from Tuesday, November 16, to Friday, November 
19; inclusive, 1915. ‘ 
The following is a partial list of speakers : 


Dr.. C. I. Scofield, 
Dr. John ‘Timothy Stone, 
Dr. James M. Gray, 
Dr. A. B. Simpson, 
William E. Blackstone, 
Canon F. E. Howitt, Rev. A. E. ‘Thompson, 
Rev. S. B. Rohold, E. S. Greenbaum, 

Dr. Robert McWatty Russell. 


Your earnest and prayerful interest and co-operation 
are requested for this conference. 


Rev. Max Reich, 

Rev. A. A. Holzer, 

Dr. Harris H. Gregg, 
Rev. Paul Rader, 

Dr. Delavan L. Pierson, 


CHARLES A. BLANCHARD, President. 
WILLIAM E. BLACKSTONE, Vice-President. 
REV. B. B. SUTCLIFFE, Sec'y and Asst. Supt. 
Mrs. ‘I’. C. ROUNDS, Superintendent. 

MR. SIMON DEKKER, Chairman Ex. Com. 
MkS. WILLIAM BORDEN, 7ruséee. 

REV. C. KUYPER, 7yrustee. 


For fuither details and complete program apply to the 
Chicago Hebrew Mission, 1425 Solon Place, Chicago, 
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Should We Always Be Contented ? 


To what extent is our spiritual development affected by 
discontent, or our material advancement impeded by con- 
tentment with present conditions ? 

In other words, does cheerful content with (submission 
to) our present lot, with faith and prayer, ensure no 
progress whatever, or do discontent and restless ambi- 
tion ensure us a more speedy advancement or desirable 
goal for our ambitions ?—A MASSACHUSETTS READER. 

It is wrong to be contented with our present cir- 
cumstances. It is our plain duty not to be thus 
content. For there is only one thing in the universe 
with which it is right for us to be contented. That 
thing is the will of God,—or better even than the will 
of’God, it is God himself in Christ. We can always 
be absolutely, completely contented with Christ, and 
satisfied by him, and by his will for us. He is the 
only one in the universe, who Can satisfy or content us. 

A very striking change is made by the American 
Revision in the well-known passage in Philippians 4: 
11, where Paul says (in the Old Version), ‘I have 
learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be 
content.’’ Paul did not say ‘‘therewith.’’ The Re- 
vision reads, ‘‘therein to be content.’’ He was con- 
tented zz his circumstances, but not w7#k them. He 
was contented only with Christ ; and he was abso- 
Jutely contented with 42 no matter what the circum. 
Stances of the moment happened to be. Paul, in- 
deed, according to the original Greek that we have of 
his letter to the Philigpians, did not even say 
‘‘therein’’ ; he simply said, ‘*I have learned, in 
whatsoever state 1 am, to be content.’’ -And thatisa 
secret that every Christian learns when by faith he 
takes Christ as the fulness and satisfaction of his life. 

Along with this supernatural, allssatisfying content. 
ment we have with the presence and person of our 
Lord as Saviour and Life, we shall recognize many 
things in our surroundings and lot that ought to be 
different ; and in his strength we shall make it.the 
business and purpose of our life to change thase 
things. Paul came into a community and wrought 
the most: revolutionizing changes. As Billy Sunday 
has said of him, wherever Paul went he had either a 
revival or a riot. Nor was Paul satisfied with his 
own personal life and experience. In that same letter 
to the Philippians (3 : 12-14) he revealed his eager, 
unquenchable ambition as he said, ‘* Not that I have 
already obtained, or am already made perfect’: but I 
press on, if so be that 1 may lay hold on that for 
which also I was laid hold on by Christ Jesus. 
Brethren, I count not myself yet to have laid hold: 
but one thing I do, forgetting the things which are 
behind, and stretching forward to the things which 
are before, I press on toward the goal unto the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus,’’ No one 
ever lived who more completely and continuously 
changed and lifted things for himself and for others, 
with restless, aggressive, ever-striving intensity and 
singleness than did the apostle Paul; and no one 
ever lived who was more absolutely content than he. 

‘* Discontent’’ suggests the wrong attitude of mind. 
It is defined in the Standard Dictionary as being 
‘¢lack of content, with dissatisfaction or uneasiness.”’ 
Uneasiness suggests worry, anxiety, or even rebellion 
against the will of God. Paul showed how to meet 
circumstances without uneasiness or anxiety, when he 
wrote to the Philippians again (4 : 6, 7), ‘‘In nothing 
be anxious ; but in everything by prayer and suppli- 
cation with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God. And the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, shall guard your hearts 
and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.’ 

The life that is always contented with Christ is the 
only life that is always moving on to better things. 
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Does Our American Republic Need a King ? 


_The Bible meaning of kingship and its bearing on earthly rulers, discussed by 
the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


———_ 





OST people in America have been trained in 
such an atmosphere of democracy that it is 
difficult for them to think of kings as anything 

but a relic, perhaps an outworn relic, of a mistaken 
past. ‘he American naturally considers that a repub- 
lic is the best, perhaps the ideal, form of government, 
and that kings represent a wrong principle of earthly 
rule. But the Sunday-schooi lessons of this year seem 
to call for a further and fuller consideration of this 
question; and, without any thought of encroaching on 
purely political matters, the Bible contains so much 
about kings and kingdoms that we may well ask our- 
selves whether kings of the right sort may not after all 
be a blessing. 

I emphasize ‘right sort’’; because obviously 
much will depend on the personal equation, though 
this is perhaps equally true of a republic and a presi- 
dent. We shall probably all agree that even a re- 
public or a president of the wrong sort is capable of 
evil. Loyalty to ‘*the powers that be,*’ while our 
duty even though a Nero is on the throne (Rom. 13: 
1-7), is made decidedly harder by the consciousness 
that a ruler, whether king or president, is personally 
unworthy. But quite apart from all question of earthly 
government the element of kingship in the Bible is 
eminently worthy of careful study. 

1. The first thing to notice is that a king in Israel 
was no mere concession to human wilfulness, but was 
a form of government intended by God from the very 
first. Thus, it was prophesied that kings should spring 
from Abraham (Gen. 17 : 6), and the same idea is 
suggested by the prophecy of Jacob about the scepter 
not departing from Judah (Gen. 49:10). Then, too, 
Balaam prophesied to the same effect (Num. 24 : 17). 
Most important of all, instructions were given by 
Moses which were to be applied to the days when 
Israel should have a king (Deut. 17 : 14-20). The 
actual commencement of kingship was precipitated by 
the persistent wilfulness of the people (i Sam. 8). 
Saul was not intended by God as the first king, and 
if the people had only waited God's time the man of 
his choice would have been forthcoming (1 Sam, 13 : 
14; 16; 1). ° 
The Right Kind of Limited Monarchy 

The history of Israel during the monarchy confirms 
this view. The king was doubtless idealized, but we 
are able to understand a little of what he was expected 
to be. 

In character he was to be perfectly just and impar- 
tial. Hewas to be the head of the army of the nation 
and the representative of the people before God. 
Failure to realize anything like this ideal is clearly 
seen in the history; while every approximation thereto 
is similarly noted. Thus, the kings of Israel were in- 
variably evil and they are generally described in the 
formula of being like Jeroboam, ‘‘ who made Israel 
to sin."’ On the other hand, the kingdom of Judah 
had several monarchs who were good for the most 
part, and in so far as this was the case they proved to 
be a genuine blessing. 

It must never be forgotten that the monarchy in 
Israel was what we should call ‘‘limited,’’ because 
the theocracy was still in existence and the king was 
only regarded as the divine instrument for carrying 
out the divine purposes. We see this in the lives of 
such men as Asa, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, and Josiah. 
They remind us of what has been already said of 
earthly government. Royal autocracy or indeed 
autocracy of any kind is intolerable, as is also un- 
worthy character in rulers. Nothing is more striking 
in modern history than the feeling shown in England 
in regard to the life of King George IV in contrast 
with the lives of Queen Victoria and King George V; 
and it is not long ago that the whole world expressed 
its opinion very freely about the character of the late 
King Leopold of the Belgians. Yet another illustra- 
tion from modern life is seen in the action, some years 
ago, of Norway, which though one of the most demo- 
cratic governments, nevertheless chose a monarchical 
form of government. Thus, while a monarchy in 
modern days as with Israel of old, is rightly ‘lim- 
ited’' in its power, yet its influence can be very great 
according to the character of the monarch, The same 
is, of course, true of any form of government, but it is 
perhaps particularly so in connection with monarchy. 


——- 


Will the republican form of government prove a 
failure? ‘‘ What we need in America is an Em- 
peror,”” said an American to a distinguished British 
clergyman as they were discussing on shipboard the 
social conditions in the great Republic. ‘‘ And we 
know the one we want, and are waiting for him,’’ 
he explained to his astonished friend; ‘‘ his name 
is Jesus."” Meanwhile, how do present kings fore- 
shadow the coming King, and what have earthly 
kings meant to God’s people ? Dr. Griffith Thomas, 
as a British subject and a warm friend of America, 
now living and working in North America, naturally 
shrank from discussing this subject in The Sunday 
School Times, and did so only at the special re- 
quest of the Editor. 








2. Then, too, kingship in the Bible was clearly 
necessary because the Messiah was to be at once 
Prophet, Priest, and King. These three offices were 
evidently regarded as essential to the completeness of 
his work. As Prophet he was to reveal the will of 
God to man. As Priest he was to redeem man from 
sin and represent him to God. As King. he was to 
rule man and enable him to do the will of God. 
Thus the three essentials of human life, to vow, to de, 
and to do, were respective)y associated with the three 
offices of the Messiah, and the Messiah was, among 
other things, to be the ideal King. The failure of the 
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Martyrdom of a 
Thousand Years ? 








Refusing to deny Christ, tens of thou- 





sands are slain in the lands of Old and 





New Testament history. 





The most awful news in this blood-stained 
and war-rent world to-day is the well-au- 
thenticated tidings that scores of thou- 
sands of Armenian Christians—Protes- 
tants, Roman Catholics, Greek Catholics, 
and Gregorians—have been foully mur- 
dered within the lust five months. 


Some estimate the number of dead to 
be half a million. If it is only half that, 
we cannot comprehend what it means, 


And the savage work is now going on, 
unabated. 


You may search the ancient martyrolo- 
gies in vain for horrors to equal the deeds 
now being enacted while you are read- 
ing these lines. 


An astounding presentation of the facts, 
and what they mean, will be given in 
next v-eek’s issue of The Sunday School 
Times by 


WILLIAM, T. ELLIS, LL.D. 








earthly monarchy only intensified the need of some- 
thing deeper, greater, and more spiritual. 

It is of course true that rule and obedience are 
necessary and possible in earthly affairs under any 
form of government, but it is at least interesting to 
observe the element of kingship in the Messiah, 

3. But the Lord Jesus Christ is yet to be established 
as king in a very definite and literal sense. It should 
never be overlooked that he is not yet on his own 
throne, but is on the right hand of the Father's, The 
teaching of the New Testament on this subject reveals 
some significant facts. In the Gospels and also in 
the Acts Christ's kingship is clearly marked, but in 
the Epistles it is singularly absent, for our Lord is 
never described as king of his Church, but only as its 
Lord and Head. Kingship is associated with his re- 
lation to the Jews, and to the universe. This gives 
appropriateness to the fact that in Revelation kingship 
is once more seen. 

This perspective of New Testament teaching seems 
to have a significant meaning. While Christ came 
into the world to set up the kingdom of God, the Jews 
deliberately refused to have him; and although: the 
kingdom was ‘‘at hand "’ in so far as its offer to Israel 
was concerned, it was never actually realized because 
of the Jewish refusal to receive Christ. So that he 
is still to be king, according to the plainest teaching 
of Scripture. 

A careful study of a passage like Luke 1 : 31-33 
shows that of its eight statements the first five had a 
literal fulfilment at the first coming of Christ, and 
there seems to be no reason why the other three should 
not have an equally literal fulfilment in the future. 
In that day all believers will be subjects of a king and 
will be under an absolute, not a limited monarchy. 
Then no one will be ‘‘republican,’’ but all will be 
glad subjects of a king, and loyal citizens of a king- 
dom. 

4. All this is supported and confirmed by the teach- 
ing of the Bible concerning the kingdom of God, 
which is one of the most prominent features of Scrip- 
ture. In the Old Testament Israel was regarded as 
God’s kingdom, but its failure and evident insuffi- 
ciency led to the Messianic prophecies of a time when 
the Divine Kingdom should be fully realized. It is 
only thus that we are enabled to understand some of 
the clearest \eaching of the Old Testament about the 
king and kingdom, in passages which never have 
been fulfilled in the past and never can be, apart 
from our Lord (Psa. 72, 110; Isa, 32: 1; Dan.2 :44). 


When the King Comes in Person 

When we turn to the New Testament, the teaching 
about the kingdom is still clearer. It is not only 
something to be set up as a spiritual rule in human 
hearts, but is also an institution to be founded and 
maintained over the whole world. There are two 
clearly-marked linesof teaching on this subject. One 
speaks of the kingdom as existing now in hearts and 
lives (Rom. 14:17; Col. 1:13). But this is only 
the germ of what will be visible and universal here- 
after; for both in the Gospels, and also especially in 
the Revelation, the time is anticipated when ‘the 
kingdom of the world is become the kingdom of our 
Lord, and of his Christ’’ (Rev. 11 : 15-18). 

One simple and yet sufficient indication that the 
kingdom in its complete realization is still future is 


the familiar prayer, ‘*Thy kingdom come.”’ We. 


have only to substitute the word ‘‘church ”’ for **king- 
dom "’ to see the impossibility of identifying church 
and kingdom. The church has already come ; the 
kingdom is yet to be. Two thoughts seem to be as- 
sociated with this idea of the kingdom of God. It 
means the divine vea/m and the divine reign; the 
Sphere and the rude of God over human lives. 

5. All this has a very practical bearing on human 
life. If Jesus Christ is to be our King, then we are 
to be his subjects. Since there is to be a kingdom, 
believers are to be its citizens, and thus the practical 
power of kingship lies in the lordship of Christ over 
life and the consequent need of surrender, loyalty, 
and service. When the Apostle says that Christ died 
and rose that he might be Lord (Rom. 14 : 9) we see 
the present power of this truth, and when the psalm- 
ist speaks again and again of the divine kingship, he 
is expressing what will be true of the Lord Jesus in 
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the days to come and of our relation to him. It is 
therefore not at all surprising that so much is said in 
the New Testament about surrender, loyalty, obedi- 
ence, and service, because in these things are the 
secret of all true life. 

George Eliot once said that ‘‘ there are many who 
are living far below their possibilities because they are 
continually handing over their individualities to 
others.’ This is undoubtedly true, whether the in- 
dividualities are handed over to a priest, or to a cler- 
gyman, or to a favorite devotional writer, or indeed 
to any one else ; for as long as this is done such peo- 
ple will never realize what God intended them to be 
and do. But let us notice by contrast that there are 
many who are living continually far below their pos- 
sibilities because they are zof handing over their in- 
dividualities to Christ. What we dare not and must 
not do with man, we must do with Christ, for unless 
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we hand over our individualities to him we shall 
always remain on a lower level of possibility. 

This is the secret of the gospel, both for life and 
for service. ‘‘ NotI, but Christ liveth in me’’ (Gal. 
2:20) ‘NotI, but the grace of God which was with 
me’’ (1 Cor. 15: 10). . This is the vital meaning of 
the kingship of Christ. If, therefore, we would real- 
ize our possibilities, we must hand over our lives en- 
tirely to him. Then we shall experience the power 
of such a word as that of the psalm, ‘‘Thou art my 
King, O God : command deliverance’’ (Psa. 44 : 4). 
We shall know something of what it means to be ‘‘a 
kingdom”"’ (Rev. 1:6; 5:10; 20:63 1 Pet. 2:9), 
and we shall realize the blessedness and joy of that 
familiar word of the old prayer, ‘whose service is 
perfect freedom,’’ which in its terse Latin is cuz 
Servire, regnare, ‘*whom to serve is to reign."’ 

‘Toronto, Can, 





| How Rodeheaver Wins Their Hearts 


Billy Sunday’s right hand man meeting 
the “ crisis time” 


> 


y 


By George G. Wallace 








On a gloomy Saturday night, at the close of the third week of the Omaha campaign, 
Billy Sunday, haggard and worn, faced the Christian workers and asked them what 


they were going to do to save the campaign. 


impressive story. 


How the grave crisis was met is an 


And Mr. Rodeheaver in a special message for readers of The 


Sunday School Times, which Mr. Wallace passes on in this article, explains why 
these crises come, and also tells of one great result of Billy Sunday’s campaigns 
that usually is overlooked. 


. ILL those two little boys on the third row of 
seats sing the chorus ?’’ Choirmaster Rode- 
heaver was addressing a pair of Italian kid- 

dies, five to seven years old, who had been coming 

with their mother to the tabernacle night after night. 

The song leader with others had noticed their famil- 

jarity with the hymns and _ how heartily and artlessly 

they had joined in the singing. Startled, the four big 
black eyes looked up into the kindly face of the choir- 
master as he leaned over from the platform. Con- 
fusion swept over the round face of the mother, and 
blushes chased one another over her olive cheeks. 
‘Come on, boys,’’ and the compelling call brought 

them to their feet upon the bench, as they snatched a 

book from ‘‘Mama’s’’ nerveless fingers. Backs to 

audience, faces to that wonderful leader for whom they 
would now do anything, and then at his word and 
motion the little black heads came together over the 
one book and the childish voices shrilled out, away 
into the rafters and to the far end of the great build- 
ing, a city block away: 

‘ B-r-r-ighten de corn-e-r-r w’ ere you are.”’ 


Rody’s Gift to Two Little Italians 


The chorus finished, they dropped down into the 
sheltering fold of the arms of the mother, who was 
moved to tears. And listen! Thunders of applause! 
The demonstrations of approval and sympathy could 
scarcely be checked. Out of the roar there came the 
even tones of Rody, and in a moment quiet reigned. 

‘* Well done, boys; you'll make great singers for 
the Master some day. Peterson, ‘give these boys two 
song-books with my compliments.”’ 

The story of a Sunday campaign is not well told 
unless due credit is given to Homer A. Rodeheaver. 
Masterly as a choir-leader, he takes a thousand voices 
which have never sung together more than a few 
times,—and among whom there must necessarily be 
many that are crude or faulty, such as a skilled in- 
Structor would not have chosen,—and in a week's 
time the trained chorus of the tabernacle is the talk 
of city and state. Rody with his trombone; Rody in 
duet and trio and quartette; Rody as leader and Rody 
as accompanist, is quickly beloved of choir and 
audience. Whether it is a mixed multitude of 1,200 
voices, or a choir of a thousand men, or a children’s 
chorus of 1,500, or two little dark-skinned laddies, 
they are quickly brought to his feet. 

Mr. Rodeheaver is more than a mere choirmaster, 
important as that work is. From his point of vantage 
upon the little platform, beside the pine pulpit, he 
becomes Mr. Sunday’s right-hand man. Delegations 
of various sorts throng to the meetings. It is the even, 
soft tones of Mr. Rodeheaver, with a bit of a Southern 
drawl, and simple, kindly word, that give the greet- 
ing.. Few men are more felicitous in extending a 
welcome. It is Rody who says just the right thing 
to a crowd of high school young folks, and-with 
jest and story wins their good-will, and then with 
easy turn drives home a spiritual truth, quieting the 


hilarious throng, dimming the eye, and setting the 
mouth with high resolve. It is Rody who tells five: 
hundred insurance men and their employees, after 
laughing comfortably at their yell and commending 
their song, prepared for the occasion, that ‘* Mr. Sun- 
day is in the insurance business; he uses just the same 
arguments as you do; watch him and see if he doesn’ t. 
You insure houses and property and lives; he insures 
souls. Better see that you are insured in his com- 
pany to-night before you leave the tabernacle.”’ 

Thanks to Rody, the half-hour of waiting before 
the sermon, which would otherwise be tense and 
nerve-racking, becomes the merriest, jolliest half-hour 
in all the twenty-four. Those who have had a weari- 
some day are rested; those who have come early, wait- 
ing for hours in order to get a seat, are relaxed and 
quieted. He gains the confidence of the audience 
and takes the prosiness and stiffness out of a religious 
service. Because of his kindly and compglling man- 
ner, the responsiveness of the people is marvelous. 
The assertion of many experienced in other campaigns 
that ‘‘ you will have more fun and good times in the 
six weeks of your meetings than ever before in a simi- 
lar period in your life,’’ Rody helps to make good. 

‘What is your favorite song?’’ he asks a great 
delegation of telephone employees, and chuckles con- 
tentedly as they answer, ‘‘ Ring the Bells of Heaven.’’ 
‘* And yours?’’ he asks of the Standard Oil folks, and 
is not surprised when they quickly call for «‘ Brighten 
the Corner Where You Are.’’ ‘*And yours?’’ he 
asks of the Builders’ Exchange, and comments aptly 
when they ask for ‘‘ How Fum a Foundation.”’ 

After all, Mr. Rodeheaver probably wins the hearts 
of a community as much by his power as a teacher of 
methods and exhorter to personal work as by his 
capability as a leader of song. Omaha personal 
workers will never forget that rainy, gloomy Saturday 
night, at the end of the third week, when all the ushers 
and workers were called to the platform for a heart- 
searching talk. A crisis had come in the campaign. 
No, it wasn’t money; the finances had been comfort- 
ably disposed of at the end of the second week. It 
wasn’t interest; the crowds could not be cared for, and 
Mr. Sunday had said he had never addressed more 
responsive audiences. Souls were not being saved, — 
that was the trouble. ‘‘Trail-hitters’’ had fallen off 
in numbers until a night or two before less than forty 
had come forward. Billy had stormed and ordered 
the preachers and the ushers and the personal workers 
here and there and yon as a general sends his troops 
flying to the weak places in the line of battle. As he 
faced the five or six hundred of the pick of the Chris- 
tian forces of Omaha that night, his face was drawn 
and haggard; his eyes burned deep in their sockets; 
his fingers twitched nervously. 

‘**I can’t do it all, folks,’’ he said.; ‘* you must get 
into the game, It is the Christian people who are 
not right ; you haven't reconsecrated yourselves ; you 
aren't right with God some way. Ma, you talk to 
*em.’’ And. ‘* Ma’’ stepped forward and said : 


‘go to Honolulu. 
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‘This morning when our party met in prayer it was 
like Gethsemane. We were at a loss what to do. 
We could only pray for light. I told papa the sermon 
I wanted him to preach to-morrow and it will give you 
a chance to come forward, Christians though you are, 
and rededicate yourselves. If you will do that, we 
will sweep Omaha for Christ the rest of the cam- 
paign.”’ 

*' Rody, say, Rody, you come up and talk to them 
now.’’ 

And Rody, quiet, self-poised, serious, stood there 
before those tear-dimmed, perplexed disciples of the 
Master, and for ten or fifteen minutes searched their 
hearts and solemnized their purposes, told them how to 
do personal work, and then poured in the oil and wine 
and sent them away to pray, singly and together, for 
a great day and a great vision on the morrow. 

It is not strange that, following this experience, the 
third Sabbath of the campaign was the greatest day of 
the feast and the day of farthest reaching experiences 
in the lives of hundreds of Christians. The evangelist 
took for his text Jeremiah 14:9: ‘* Why shouldest 
thou be as a man affrighted, as a mighty mam that 
cannot save?’ The call at the close of a powerful 
discourse brought five hundred Christians to the front 
who signed cards, and hundreds of others were led to 
resolve upon greater effort and consecration. 

A tremendous men’s meeting in the afternoon 
brought 225 to the front, while a woman’s meeting of 
4,000 at the city auditorium showed over 80 carus 
signed, The evening meeting turned thousands away, 
an overflow meeting being addressed by Bishop Old- 
ham of the Methodist Episcopal Church. One hun- 
dred and seventy went forward in the evening. The 
total number of trail-hitters at the tabernacle meetings 
to date is 2,500, in round numbers, and the work 
seems but just.beginning. This does not take account 
of hundreds of children over twelve years of age, who 
are being gathered in at meetings in different parts of 
the city, under the direction of Miss Alice M. Gamlin. 
More will be told of this work later. 


Mr. Rodeheaver’s Message to the Times 

Asked for a message for the readers of The Sunday 
School Times, Mr. Rodeheaver said : 

‘¢ After years with Mr. Sunday, and the great evan- 
gelistic movement of which he is the head, I do not 
feel discouraged when in every campaign we come up 
against just such a stone wall as you have faced here 
inOmaha, Some places it comes earlier, some places 
later, but we always come against it. The way the 
Christian people of the community face this crisis is 
a measure of the success of the campaign. If they 
fail there, they will see only an ordinary meeting ; if 
they get down to prayer and confession and rededica- 
tion and humble, sincere, devout effort, they will see 
a great triumph for Christ and a transformed com- 
munity. 

‘Another thing: one of the great results of Mr. 
Sunday’s work is preparing the field for other evan- 
gelists. Communities and states get a reputation just 
as Omaha and Nebraska have had, for being immune 
to evangelistic effort. Ohio had such a reputation, 
but since Mr. Sunday visited Youngstown, Ohio has 
been a fertile field for evangelists. So it was with the 
eastern part of the country ; there was little call for 
evangelists in the East and little resulting from their 
effort until Mr. Sunday broke the ice, and now nearly 
all the evangelists are working in the East. Yes, this 
will be the experience, I am sure, in the points we go 
to this year, but if they respond as we hope and pray 
they will, not only those cities but all the surrounding 
country will be influenced, and for years to come will 
be fertile fields for evangelistic sowing and reaping."’ 

Calls have come recently for Mr. Sunday to hold 
meetings in several cities. Dallas and Fort Worth, 
Texas; Duluth, Minnesota; and Honolulu are the 
latest. There are standing invitations from many of 
the large cities of the country. 

The call from Honolulu seems to impress Mr. 
Sunday most forcibly. The plea that comes from 
away out yonder in the Pacific Ocean, he says, is one 
of the most stirring he ever had. The money for ex- 
penses is already in the bank, and will be doubled or 
quadrupled if necessary. Campaigns are now fixed 
until June, 1916, and it is probable that immediately 
following the last of this series the Sunday party will 
An invitation from London for two 
weeks during the summer of 1916 is also drawing on 
Mr. Sunday’s heartstrings. He has until recently 
felt he should give himself to America, but the world 
call is ringing in his ears. South America appeals to 
him, calls having come from Rio de Janeiro and 
Buenos Ayres. New York, Chicago, Boston, Cincin- 
nati, are all crying for his help. 

OMAHA, NEBRASKA. 
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How May We Strengthen the Uniform Lessons ? ‘| 


Out of life-long experiences in teaching the Word several friends of The Sunday School Times give 
their convictions about the present and future Uniform Lesson plan 





A Study by Books 


James M. Stifler, D.D., Pastor and Lesson Writer 


R. ALEXANDER McLAREN believed in teach- 
ing the Bible by books. He maintained that 
the minister who would preach expository ser- 

mons straight through a given book of the Bible 
profited himself and his people wonderfully for many 
reasons. Not the least of the benefits was that this 
compelled preacher and people seriously to consider 
things that were presented in that book as they went 
along, which otherwise the minister would never 
select separately for discussion. This is entirely ap- 
plicable to the selection of lessons for study in our 
Sunday-schools. 

My own experience leads me to -think that a six- 
months’ course on a single Gospel, for instance, will 
open up all the Gospels better than six months of 
lessons scattered through the four of them. The 
concentration on one thing in this fashion gives a 
student a thorough understanding of what one book 
of the Bible really is. It has the advantage, also, of 
compelling attention to things that otherwise might 
be omitted. A frequent source of one-sided Chris- 
tianity is the omission of attention to teachings that 
are plainly present. No book of the Bible can be 
truly understood until we understand something of 
the human conditions that it was meant to fit’ Iam 
glad that the Committee is considering this method of 
approaching the selection of lessons. 

Another method of making selections from Scrip- 
ture which is of great value is the topical method. 
Would it not be wonderfully helpful to students of all 
ages to have aseries of lessons on prayer, for in- 
stance, and such other great Christian fundamentals 
as might be agreed upon? The selections for sucha 
a course could be made of such a nature as would be 
suitable to various grades. Much of Jesus’ teaching 
on prayer was by means of a parable, and a parable 
has the story element that suits the young and the 
interpretative element that challenges the most ma- 
ture mind. A well-adjusted variety in courses of 
varying lengths would result in an increased interest 
on the part of teachers as well as scholars. 


Evanston, ILL, 
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To Master the Whole Book 


S. D. Gordon, Author of *‘ Quiet Talks on Power,’’ etc., etc. 


OR a good while some of us have had the word 

‘* fragmentary” marked up over the Interna- 

tional Sunday-school Lessons. .And the word 

is not meant to be criticalina badsense. Fragments 

are blessed when they’re good fragments, as in this 

case. There’s lots of nourishment in wholesome 
crumbs and bites. 

The lessons musz¢ be fragmentary for most children. 
And it is a good thing to have the crowds of needy 
grown-ups studying fragments of this blessed Book. 
Yet perhaps if there were additional items on the 
bill-of-fare some might be tempted to take more than 
the usual morsels, and maybe get more nourishment 
out of the morsels, too. For chemical combinations 
sometimes aid digestion and increase nutrition. 

In the improvements being worked out so thought- 
fully by the experts could there not be provision made 
for getting something of a simple mastery of the 
Book as a whole? 

The Bible is oze book, of course. It is mot a big 
book, though it feels so to those who don’t know it. 
From Genesis to the close of Nehemiah is ove con- 
nected story. ‘The poetical and prophetical books 
dovetail into this story. ‘he two groups belong to- 
gether as a drawer fits into a bureau. Each throws 
light in floods on the other. 

The Gospels with Acts make up one continuous 
story, with Paul’s letters dovetailing into Acts. The 
Old and New Testaments are two parts of one story. 
They belong together like the two halves of a pair of 
Scissors. 

There’s an immense fascination in getting the 
whole Book as one connected story. It is not such 
a difficult thing as it sounds to one who hasn't gotten 
it yet. It could be made of intense interest to those 
of 'teen age. It is ¢he thing that gives intelligence 
and grasp to the study of the fragments. The gain 
and fascination of it are beyond words. 

Might there not be worked out a simple, compre- 
hensive scheme of ¢he whole Book as a story, into 
which all lessons would be fitted ?. Or a six months’ 
course devoted to this? Or some optional supple- 
mental weekly study ? 


Guascow, Ky. 


With the issuing of the Uniform Lessons for 1918, 
which are expected to appear by January I, 1916, a 
new era will begin in the life of the lessons that 
have guided the Bible study of millions for over 
forty years. The sub-committee on Uniform Les- 
sons, of which Dr. John R. Sampey is chairman, is 
planning to present to the International Lesson 
Committee a final draft of the lessons for 1918 at 
its meeting in December. The lessons will be sub- 
ject to change until December 2, and as Dr. Sampey 
pointed out in his book on “‘ The International Les- 
son System,”’ the Lesson Committee from its or- 
ganization in 1872 till to-day ‘thas always been 
ready to receive and profit by suggestions from any 
source whatsoever.’” The Sunday School Times 
has asked several leaders in the Sunday-school and 
Bible study fields to express their views on how the 
Uniform Lessons might be strengthened. In addi- 
tion to the suggestions published on this page, brief 
articles from the following will appear in an early 
issue: Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner, Frank L. Brown, 
Dr. D. M. Stearns, Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas. 
Sunday-school workers may well give their united 
prayer support to this committee whose work so 
vitally affects the life of the Sunday-school. 








Evangelism the Key-Note 


E. K. Warren, President and Chairman of the Board o 
Trustees of the International Sunday School Association. 


SHOULD like to see evangelism emphasized as 
fully as possible in harmony with the plans of the 
Lesson Committee. The all-important consider- 

ation is that our boys and girls be brought face to face 
with the ‘great decision.” of their lives, that of ac- 
cepting the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Sav- 
iour. We are expecting to push the evangelistic note 
throughout our entire International organization this 
coming triennium. A preliminary action to this ef- 
fect was taken by our Board of Trustees at our an- 
nual meeting in Chicago last May, which in part is 
as follows: 


Voted, after most earnest deliberation, that it is the sense 
of the Board of Trustees that *° Sunday School Evangelism ’”’ 
should be emphasized above all other subjects in the Inter- 
national Work, and that the Chairman, Mr. E. K. Warren, 
shall appoint a Committee of five, of which he shall be the 
Chairman, for the purpose of drafting plans whereby the 
General Secretary may have larger opportunity to sound 
the evangelistic note and develop this feature of our work.’’ 


This is the key-note that is to be sounded by our 
General Secretary, Marion Lawrance, and our state 
and provincial secretaries, and we hope that the State, 
County, and Township Conventions will place strong 
emphasis along this line, reaching each individual 
Sunday-school throughout North America. 


THREE Oaks, MICH. 
“ 


The Moody School’s Results 


The Rev. E. ¥Y. Woolley, Superintendent of the 
Moody Church Sunday-school 


HAT was.it that made Will Borden, the young 
millionaire, a missionary? 

He put himself and his money at the dis- 
posal of the Lord, and, turning away from home and 
friends and all that most men hold dear, set himself 
to meet the greatest need he knew, the need of ten 
million unevangelized Chinese for the Gospel. 


Will Borden testified that it was the instruction he. 


received of the fundamental Truths of God’s Word at 
The Moody Church and The. Moody Bible Institute, 
before he was fifteen years of age, that held his faith 
unshaken through the attacks of destructive critics 
during his years at school and college. 

If the Sunday-school could do this for its boys and 
girls, men and women; it would fulfil its mission. 

It cannot do it by using the Bible merely as a text- 
book on morals, or asa basis of ‘‘ religious education.” 

If our scholars are to be won to Christ and made 
strong in the faith, they must know the comprehen- 
sive sweep of God’s purposes for mankind, those 
marvelous purposes of grace revealed only in his 
Word, and which can be understood only as that Book 
is studied, book by book, from cover to cover. 

I therefore believe the Lesson Committee should 


prepare a course of lessons covering the entire Bible, 
book by book. 

Half the books of the Bible could be covered in one 
week’s study each, five more in three weeks each, or 
a total of forty-eight weeks. The remaining twenty- 
eight books in a four years’ course would have one 
hundred and sixty weeks, including the Sundays 
needed for reviews, temperance lessons, and special 
days. 

Such a course would permit the great purpose of 
each book to come to light. It would show the grad- 
ual revelation of the coming of God’s Son. It would 
bring into prominence the different dispensations, the 
various covenants, the types and prophecies of Christ, 
and would be an overwhelming deaeasntion of the 
unity and inspiration of the Book. 

Such a course would be suitable for all scholars, 
from adolescence up, and could be used for younger 
scholars by having a uniform Scripture reading se- 
lected, together with topic, golden texts, daily Bible 
readings and all the other immense advantages of the 
Uniform Lessons. 

CHICAGO. 
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For the Fourteen-Year-Olds 


B. W. Spilman, D.D., Secretary of the Lesson Committee 
of the Southern Baptist Convention 


HE following is a suggestion for a series of les- 
sons to cover a period of six years : 
First year: A Study of Bible Books and the 
authors of these Books. 

Second year: A Rapid Survey of Bible History. 

Third year: Studies in the Old Testament from 
Creation Through the Judges. 

Fourth year: The Life of Christ. 

Fifth year: Studies in the Old Testament from the 
Kingdom to the Restoration. 

Sixth year: A Study of the Apostles and their 
Writings. 

One of the disadvantages of the Uniform Lessors 
is to be found in the fact that the lessons cannot be 
exactly suited to all ages of persons in the Sunday- 
school. ‘This being the case it is necessary that 
the Committee shall have in view a certain group 
of persons. All things being considered, it would 
seem that these lessons should be selected with a 
view to a boy or girl about fourteen years of age.¢ A 
boy of this age is in the transition period. He is not 
far enough away from childhood to have forgotten 
his experiences during that time. He is rapidly ap- 
proaching young manhood. In the Sunday-school 
he has made a start in the Intermediate Department, 
In the secular school he has entered the High-School. 

The very large majority of all of the persons who 
are in the Sunday-schools quit school not very far 
from their thirteenth or fourteenth year. Hence, a 
series of lessons constructed with a view of the needs 
of a fourteen-year-old boy would come very near fit- 
ting the needs of the average person. 

What kind of instruction in the Bible does a boy of 
this age need? His knowledge of the Bible is very 
limited. In the secular world he learns by seeing 
things as a whole before he learns of the parts. He 
knows of the general outline of a tree long before he 
knows of the roots, the bark, the branches, the leaves, 
the fruit or flowers. God gave us his revelation in 
books. These bocks constitute his message to the 
human race, and were given tothe world in its youth, 
so far as intellectual attainment was concerned. The 
first year of. study might well be given to studies of 
a selected number of books, together with their au- 
thors. A whole view of the history following this 
study would be but following the method which any 
child naturally foilows in his acquisition of knowl- 
edge. 

The remaining four years may well be spent in a 
somewhat detailed study of the history of the Bible, 
during which study there may be brought out every 
Christian doctrine and practical duty. 

Kinston, N. C. 
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The Lesson Committee’s Plan 


Marion Lawrance, General Secretary of the Inter- 
national Sunday School Association 


Sa plan the Lesson Committee has now for im- 

proving the Uniform Lessons is a good one. I 

do not know of anything any better. I think 

our Uniform Lessons should be adapted to the differ- 

ent departments of the school and graded just as 

much as possible, and this is the plan the Lesson 
Committee has in mind. 


CHICAGO. 
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Rio’s Bid for the Ninth World Convention 


t editor thinks of the Sunday-school 
By Frank L. Brown Joint General Gomeusy of Re Wense Sunday 
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An invitation to an entertainment at a gambling club was one of the first courtesies 
extended to Mr. Brown and the other passengers on the Kroonland upon their arrival 


in South America’s metropolis, 


The Sunday-school party did not attend. But they 


were on hand at the great three-day Sunday-school convention in Rio, which was 
attended by delegates from near and far, and received columns of space in the 
leading newspapers of the city, 


O SEE the harbor of Rio de Janeiro is one of 
life's great experiences. There is only one 
harbor in the world comparable to it, and that 

is at Sydney, Australia, The narrow entrance to the 
harbor is guarded by two forts. On one side is a 
rock formation like a giant gun shell, called Sugar 
Loaf, which rises from the water with a slight tip, 
fourteen hundred feet sheer. 

Beyond this and behind the city are a series of bold 
and unique formations which took shape in some 
pandemonium of nature. One strange, sharp peak, 
Cocavada, rises several thousand feet clear. Sugar 
Loaf is ascended by a car-basket suspended between 
the cone-peak and a near-by hill. I went up that 
steep lift to get from the top one of the world’s most 
wonderful views of shore and harbor entrance, the 
inner islands, the graceful sweep of the inner bay, and 
the hills back of the city. 

The city, of 1,000,000 population, is built along 
the long shore and climbs up the hillsides. Advan- 
tage is taken of the sweep of shore of the inner bay 
to construct a broad driveway facing the water, and 
beautifully parked with flower-beds, palms, and shrub- 
bery, with avenues of royal palms running off from 
the driveway. ‘This driveway runs from the Sugar 
Loaf to the Monroe Palace, which was transported 
here from the St. Louis Fair of 1904, and stands at 
one end of the principal avenue of Rio, the Avenida. 
On this avenue are some of the principal buildings of 
the city, and it terminates in the splendid docks of 
the outer harbor. The new building of the arch- 
bishop, the Academy of Fine Arts, the Municipal 
Theater, the Home for the Blind, the National Mu- 
seum, the National Library, and the many, plazas 
are among the attractions of the city. 

In the harbor is the island where died the last of 
the Huguenot settlers who were betrayed by the cap- 
tain who transported them to this harbor, One won- 
ders how different might have been the Brazil of to-day 
if the Huguenot had been given a welcome to its shores. 

Each of the Kroonland passengers had received a 
formal invitation to an entertainment at a gambling 
club at Rio. Gambling and immorality stalk uh- 
checked by the police. 


When Quizzed by His Catholic Friends 

We had a most interesting call on Dr. Jose Carlos 
Rodrigues, the distinguished editor of Brazil's most 
influential paper, the j/ornal da Commercio and 
probably the most eminent man in South America. 
He had been for twenty years in the United States in 
journalistic training. 1 presented him with a copy of 
the report of the Zurich Convention, and spoke of the 
movement in America to place a million Testaments 
in the hands of the soldiers in Europe. This greatly 
interested him, and he told how as a young man, after 
the death of his fiancée, a French New Testament 
had come into his hands at the home of his fianeée’s 
father. Later he obtained a copy of the Bible, and 
this had changed his entire life. 

Dr. Rodrigues has not joined a Protestant church 
and has not announced himself as a Protestant. 
When the board of management of a children’s hospi- 
tal in which Dr. Rodrigues was deeply interested was 
appointed, Dr. Rodrigues was opposed by the Catholic 
element for membership on the board on the score 
that he was a Protestant. He was, however, ap-- 
pointed. At the first meeting of the board one of his 
fellow-members turned to him and said, ‘‘ Dr. Rod- 
rigues, are you not a Protestant ?’’ 

He answered, ‘‘I hope I am a Christian.’’ 

But they persisted in the question. He answered 
that he made it a practise each morning to begin the 
day with an hour of Bible-reading and communion to 
fit himself for the duties of the day, and in order to 
attend that early meeting of the Board he had arisen 
an hour earlier than usual in order not to miss his 
devotional hour. He then turned to them and said, 
‘* Have any of you gentlemen done this ?”’ 

And they were silent and asked him no more 
questions, 


Dr. Rodrigues expressed the hope that the next 
World’s Sunday School Convention after Tokyo might 
be held at Rio. And few cities in the world can 
plead so many attractions, The need, too, of Brazil is 
great as we remember the high percentages of illegiti- 
macy and illiteracy. The population is a mixture of 
Portuguese, Indians, and negroes, the negroes brought 
in as slaves originally, as Africa is only a few days’ 
sail from the eastern point of Brazil. Some contend 
that this fusion of the races makes for the uplifting 
and physical improvement of them all. Certain it is 
that the moral tone has not been improved, nor the 
civic ideals nor the spiritual power of the people, 
under the undisputed control of the Catholic Church 
for these centuries. Protestantism has a distinct 
mission in bringing to pass better things, and the 
Sunday-school is the best channel through which these 
newer ideals can be introduced to the individual and 
the home. . 

There is no race or color-line in the congregations 
in Brazil. In the three annual Christian gatherings 
at Rio during our stay, the Young Men's Christian 
Association, the evangelical union, and the Sunday- 
school association, all shades of color were repre- 
sented. The language, of course, was Portuguese. 

At the three days’ session of the Sunday-school 








The Temple of God’s Choice 


By Courtenay H. Fenn. D.D. 


"THE heart was God's first temple, ere man came 
To feel the need of shaft or architrave, 

Or leafy vault or forest aisle, 

Or other sacred place of God's or man’s device, 

When he would hold communion with his God. 

Within that Holy Place which God himself had made, 

Where naught of sin or shame had entered in, 

There first man offered up his heartfelt psaise, 

His offering of love and trust and perfect joy. 

There first he heard the Voice of him he loved, 

In whom he lived and moved, his being had ; 

And, hearing, felt the need of nothing else beside, 

For God himself was all in all to him. 

Nor needed he set times to worship him ; 

For day was praise, and night was prayer, and both 

Declared to him the Glory and the Love 

Of Him, the Infinite, who yet loved most 

To dwell within the humble human breast. 

The noblest pile that hand of man could frame, 

The forest's stately halls, the statelier dome of heaven, 

The myriad worlds which roll in endless space, 

Though myriad-fold as great as this, man’s world, 

Were but His workshop, and the place, 

At times and seasons, of His sojourning, — 

Man's heart alone His Home. 

Alack the day man sinning drove Him forth, 

Doubting that Love, that Condescension infinite ! 

Rebellious, then, in pride of manhood, he forgot 

His very manhood was the gift of God ; 

And, seeking now in pride to equal Him, 

He lost the very thing he hotly sought, 

That holy likeness which his God had given him 

When first He formed him from the dust of earth. 

Yet still to sinful man, cursed by self-love, 

And punished worst by being given up to self, 

In separation from the One whose temple once he was 

Until he cast Him from His Holy Place, 

That Holy One returns and offers price 

Of which the world has never seen the like, 

The precious blood of God’s own Son on Calvary, 

To purchase back that heart once more to be His own ; 

To cleanse, to beautify, again indwell, 

Once more his Holy Temple and his Home. 

Amazing Love! Stupendous Mystery ! 

O wondrous Joy! O Privilege divine ! 

No more mine own, but His by purchase right ; 

Yet all things mine, for I am Christ’s and God's, 

The Holiest claims my heart, this form of clay, 

His Holy of Holies hence to be on earth, 

And daily by his Spirit fashioned more like him, 

That living forth his Truth and Holiness and Love, 

I thus in deed and truth my God may glorify, 

And find, in His indwelling, perfect joy. 

PEKING, CHINA, 
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convention the Rev. H. C. Tucker presided with great 
tact. The Sunday gathering of the schools filled the 
big Fluminense Church. Mr. Howard, Mr. Morton, 
and myself addressed the sessions. Mr. Howard’s 
Spanish was so perfect that the Portuguese understood 
him readily, and he made a deep impression by the 
strength of his message, as did Mr. Morton. 

Seven leading states were represented in the con- 
vention by one hundred and eighty delegates, some 
of these delegates taking many days to reach Rio. 
They were hungry for help and inspiration. Mr. 
Tucker had prepared a fine exhibit of Sunday-school 
material. Many‘sales were made of the new teacher- 
training books. The two evening audiences crowded 
the church. The leading papers ot the city were de- 
voting columns to the convention, one daily devoting 
an entire first page to illustrations. 

The Rev. Alvaro Reis, Rio’s leading pastor, and a 
writer and orator of great strength, at the closing meet- 
ing gave a thrilling address on the Bible, followed by 
a strong address by Mr. Howard. In that audience, 
as I was speaking, I noticed a body of men grouped 
abouta leader, They were deaf mutes from the splen- 
did People’s Institute, and the leader was interpreting 
to them the address. A handsome Bible in Portu- 
guese, presented at the close of the evening, I shall 
always greatly value. 

Over’one hundred thousand Portuguese Testaments 
have been sold in three years by the American and 
British Bible Societies, which divide the territory of 
Brazil. The recent issue ot the Portuguese New Tes- 
tament just translated, and the American Revision, 
are selling rapidly, school students especially being 
purchasers, 


Where Brazil’s Old Emperor Lived . 

By invitation I visited Petropolis,x—a few hours 
across the plain and then up a steep incline by cog 
railway to this summering resort, 2,700 feet high, 
nestling in the heart of the mountains, surrounded by 
rugged, jagged peaks. This was the summer home 
of the old emperor of Brazil. He was a country gen- 
tleman in his tastes, and laid out here, with the assist 
ance of one of his helpers, —a German with engineering 
tastes, —an ideal mountain resort,built about the banks 
of some mountain streams. It is a strong educational 
center for the Catholic church, and the summer home 
of the various ambassadors and wealthy residents of Rio. 

The Southern Methodists have a splendid girls’ 
school at Petropolis, and ideally located, There is 
also a fine Methodist Sunday-school with a member- 
ship of two hundred and fifty, including a Home De- 
partment of thirty Portuguese and twelve English 
members, and a Cradle Roll of twenty. The Primary 
department has a separate room, superintendent, and 
opening service, and graded lessons are used. . The 
boys are organized into ‘‘ Little Soldiers,’’ ‘‘ Armor 
Bearers,’’ ‘Soldiers of Jesus,’’ and the Boy Scouts, 
The larger boys help in cottage prayer-meetings, and 
the men are organized into a Wesley Bible Class. 
The girls are organized into an ‘*‘ Embroidery Club,’’ 
meeting twice a month for instruction, sewing, and 
devotion, the proceeds of their work going into church 
improvements. The women’s class is organized into 
a Martha and Mary organization. 

Every fifth Sunday the pastor preaches to the chil- 
dren. Offerings for both domestic and foreign mis- 
sions are taken up, a new mission in Africa being a 
special obligation. Birthdays are recognized. A 
special committee looks after absentees, with the co- 
operation of the superintendent. 

The superintendent of that Sunday-school, —a lady, 
by the way,—had brought together an audience that 
filled the church for a Sunday-school address. 

In the morning I visited the Girls’ School, one of 
many in Brazil, seeking to transform the home ideals 
of the girls. When you know that the children of 
concubinage are legitimatized by the law of Brazil, 
the need of training in wholesome ideas of life is em- 
phasized for these children of Brazil. From these 
girls’ schools many of the future Sunday-school 
teachers of Brazil must come. 

The Executive Committee of the Brazil Sunday 
School Union, following the convention met to take 
action upon the following advance steps for the Sun- 
day-schools of Brazil : 


1. To fix a simple standard fo school attainment. 

2. To take steps looking to a course of Primary lessons 
in Portuguese. 

3. To make a standard for teacher-training with recog- 
nition by certificate. 

4. To issue a Cradle Roll certificate with pictures of 
Portuguese babies. 

5. To promote the organization of Bible, classes with a 
standard and a certificate of recognition in Portuguese. 


Brook Lyn, N. Y. 
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Was Ellen Penfield a great celebrity in disguise, 
or a collector of antiques ? _ 
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2 3 . 
The Unsolved Mystery of Their New Dressmaker 
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By Nancy Byrd Turner 
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HORNBURG could not quite make out its latest 
inhabitant. Three weeks ago the village had 
waked one morning to find the forlorn little 

Barlow cottage open and occupied. A_ stand ot 
blue smoke above the nicked chimney, a patched 
curtain, and a sign on the door soon told Mrs. Jim 
Fletcher—who shortly afterward told everybody else— 
that a newcomer had pitched tent in town, E. Pen- 
field by name, and dressmaker by occupation. Later 
in the day a head, industriously bent, showed over 
the window-ledge, and the clatter of a sewing ma- 
chine bore out the word of the crooked-lettered sign. 

Three Thornburg housewives quickly found that 
their wardrobes needed new ginghams ; but all three 
had to acknowledge that their pilgrimage to the cot- 
tage had proved singularly unfruitful. The little 
dressmaker was most reticent as to her own affairs, 
Indeed, all ‘Thornburg began to agree after a while 
that Ellen Penfield was, to say the least, peculiar. 

For one thing, she insisted upon fitting at her 
patrons’ homes instead of having the patrons come 
to her own, after the immemorial custom of the place. 
Then she had a way of asking odd questions that 
could have no possible bearing on gussets and gores, 
questions as irrelevant as achild’s. Her neighbors, 
comparing notes, could never remember exactly what 
it was that she did ask, but they agreed that she 
seemed always to be trying to find out something in 
a roundabout away. Her work was conscientiously 
done, although seemingly without any great pleasure. 
Her customers were vaguely aware that the swift scis- 
sors, traveling deftly up and down their rigid forms, 
moved in tune with some hidden thought that they 
might not read. 

And they all commented or. her searching glances 
the first time she entered a house. It was as if she 
swept the room with one eager look that sometimes 
shadowed and sometimes brightened queerly. They 
noticed, too, that at those places where the look 
brightened she generally lingered after patterns had 
been folded away. 


ISS Sophie Manners, who was imaginative, held 
a new theory every other day. First she was 
sure that E. Penfield must be a collector of an- 
tiques in disguise. 

‘*But why in disguise ?’’ demanded downright 
Ann Fletcher. ‘‘Land knows, she could have the 
little the last collector left if she’ d come out flat-footed 
and ask for it.’’ 

Later, Miss Sophie concluded that the dressmaker 
was in quest of a lost relation. 

‘¢In the four corners of our sitting-room?’’ Ann 
Fletcher scoffed again. ‘* That's where she always 
looks first, you know.’’ 

When Miss Sophie became of the opinion that 
perhaps they had among them some celebrity under 
the meek guise of a seamstress, Mrs. Fletcher lost 
patience, as did also the widow Kane, plump and 
kindly, the cousin with whom Sophie made her home. 

‘Tut, tut, Sophie !’’ came the latter’s remon- 
strance, ‘* You'll be having her a lost princess next. 
Stop your fancying !”’ 

Meanwhile, little, middle-aged, birdlike Ellen Pen- 
field lived on under her crooked sign, followed her 
simple calling, and kept up her *‘queerness.’’ Not 
a day passed but she added to her already long list 
some new charge of oddity, for unceasingly she 
seemed on the watch for something that never came. 

The Barlow cottage had been open six weeks when 
Mrs. Kane and Miss Sophie, planning a fortnight’s 
stay with friends up the country, began to look about 
for a caretaker in their absence, since they lived some 
distance from the village. Ann Fletcher had hardly 
been out with the news for an hour when Miss Pen- 
field knocked at the door of the Kane house. She 
was fluttering like an anxious bird. ‘‘I'd be glad to 
look after things for you,’ she said, breathless from 
hurrying. 

Miss Sophie raised a palm-leaf fan to her forehead, 
under pretense of brushing off a gnat, and rolled 
warning eyes at her cousin. Cynthia Kane hesitated 
for only a brief moment. ‘* You understand,’’ she 
said, ‘‘ that we're not asking anybody to regularly put 
up here. You'd just have to keep the keys, feed the 
hens, and look after the premises—that's the idea."’ 


Ellen Penfield’s face fell perceptibly. Then she 
rallied. ‘* Let me,’’ she said. ‘I'll do my best.’’ 

Miss Sophie continued to grimace behind her fan, 
but Mrs. Kane trained a pair of keen, kindly eyes 
upon the dressmaker. What she saw seemed satis- 
factory, for presently the arrangement was concluded, 
The eggs laid during their absence, she added, would 
of course go to the caretaker ; but Eilen Penfield dis- 
missed this with a careless assent, and took herself 
off hastily. 

‘«] never was of a suspicious nature,’” Miss Sophie 
delared, large-eyed, ‘*but what do we know about 
her? Don't you see it’s not the eggs she’s after ?*’ 

‘*Maybe she’s after doing a piece of neighborly 
kinduess,’” was Cynthia Kane's reply. 


, 


" ELL, it's not my property,’’ the other an- 
swered with an aggrieved air. ‘*But you're 
taking a risk, Cynthia. For my part, I 
never did hold with secrets and mysteries.’’ 

‘You never did hold with anything else,’’ rejoined 
her cousin, though not unkindly. ‘* Now get to vour 
packing, and I'll guarantee the place will still be here 
when we come back.’ 

A week later, up in the country, they heard from 
Ann Fletcher. ‘‘I was at your place yesterday,’’ the 
angular handwriting recorded, ‘‘ and I couldn't find 
anything wrong,’’ ‘*Then,’’ broke in Mrs. Kane, 
‘you may rest easy, -Sophia, that nothing was.’’ 
««Except,’” the letter continued, ‘‘ that she don’t get 
the eggs.’’ 

«There !’” Miss Sophie commented, a pink spot 
of excitement in either cheek. ‘* Don’t get the eggs ! 
Then where's her pay for all that trouble? Cynthia, 
I'in accusing nobody of anything ; but I insist it’s our 
bounden duty as householders to go home. You will 
admit that it must be hard on the hens to have their 
nests cluttered up with ungathered eggs.’’ 

Cynthia Kane, puzzled but altogether placid, 
yielded at last to her relative. As they drove slowly 
home through the summer sunset, she tried to divert 
Miss Sophie’s mind, though without great success. 
Dusk had fallen by the time they crept down Main 
Street. Ann Fletcher's sharp profile was outlined 
above her gate, but the driver, with a sly nudge of the 
whip, sent Dan past at a trot. 

‘‘There’s not any knowing what she might not 
have to tell us,’’ Miss Sophie remonstrated. 

‘«There’s not,’’ the other agreed, and let the sorrel 
lapse again into a walk. 

The Barlow cottage was dumb and dark when they 
stopped for the keys, and knocks and calls failed of 


response. Miss Sophie ran back to the buggy tremu- 
lous and a little triumphant. ‘* Not at home!’’ she 
panted. <‘* Now, what does that mean ?’’ 


Mrs. Kane suggested that it might mean she was 
gone on an errand, ‘* Don’t stew so,’’ was her calm 
counsel, ‘*We've got the duplicate key of the barn 
with us, and the night-latch key of the back door. 
And if the worst comes to the worst we can climb in 
the kitchen window. ”’ 


SHORT cut brought them home through a back 
lot, and they unhitched slowly atthe barn. Fifty 
yards away the little house sat peaceful in the 

clear moonlight, line by line as it had sat for three 
generations, Miss Sophie, who had been fussily clean- 
ing out Dan’s ‘‘cluttered’’ manger of a skirtful of 
neglected eggs, had to confess, as they moved off, 
that everything looked serene enough. 

But in the back yard they stopped suddenly with 
one accord. Clear and unmistakable, the sound of 
tinkling music came to them across the silver-still air ; 
it trickled through the moonlight like a hidden stream, 
clear and sweet. Miss Manners clutched her cousin 
with one free hand. ‘‘Ghosts,’’ she whispered, 
weakly. 

Mrs. Kane stodd alert, calculating. ‘* Nonsense !"’ 
she replied, ‘*Ghosts don’t play the minuet.’’ 

They waited, listening. It was the voice of the old 
**tin-panny’’ square in the parlor that spoke,—an 
unaccustomed voice, cracked and creaky with long 
disuse, yet answering gallantly to an unseen touch. 
**Who on earth ?'’ breathed Miss Sophie. ‘*Cyn- 
thia, who on earth ?’’ 

A black shape slid suddenly across the moonlit 
yard. ‘That's Ellen Penfield’s dog !’’-she cried 





under her breath. ‘* Her dog, and the Barlow place 
closed and our piano going : you're always accusing 
me of fancies, Cynthia, —how about my facts ?"’ 

In the sheer moonlight, Cynthia Kane's tat face 
was touched with a ludicrous mingling of astonish- 
ment and doubt. ‘* Well, at any rate,’’ she decided, 
‘we'll go ahead. Music never hurt anybody yet.’’ 

With mouselike quietness they let themselves in 
at the kitchen door and crept upstairs. ‘* Robbers 
don't play the pianos,’’ Mrs. Kane communed with 
herself, ‘and if it zs Ellen Penfield, she might as 
well play in peace.’’ 

They opened the two windows silently and seated 
themselves, ene at each. For an hour they sat there, 
a small, mute audience, and it was a quaint reper- 
toire that they heard, quaintly played ; nowan ancient 
lullaby, now a sonorous ‘‘march piece,’’ an old, 
old hymn, a tripping schottische, all given with a 
tender, prim precision that in itself would have be- 
trayed the player. 

‘‘If I hadn't seen hide nor hair of the dog,’’ Miss 
Sophie whispered, ‘‘I'd a known it was Ellen Pen- 
field, now.”’ 

The hands on the cracked ivory did not tire for a 
long time ; it was as though their owner, alone down 
there in the moonlit dimness, was quite carried out of 
herselt by the magic of the old faulty tunes, ‘The 
two above caught the peaceful contagion of the old 
airs and sat very quiet, each busy’ with her own mus- 
ings. Then, finally, with one soft chord the music 
stopped, and presently a squeak of rheumatic hinges 
told that the piano top was being gently lowered. 


MOMENT later a slight, dark shadow flitted 

through the moonlight below and was lost in a 

blur of dusky distance. ‘‘Well,’’ Mrs. Kane 
remarked, miatter-of-factly, ‘‘I heard her lock the 
front door. Suppose we go to bed, now.”’ 

Miss Sophie, despite her excitement, soon dropped 
asleep, but Cynthia Kane lay wide awake long after 
her roommate's drowsy conjectures had broken into 
snores, trying to piece out the riddle. Why a shrink- 
ing creature like the little dressmaker should have 
trailed across fields after nightfalleto play the piano 
for hours in a.lonely house proved so obstinate a puz- 
zle that she went to sleep at last in the thick of it, 
and only waked to the noise of chickens under her 
window, long past sunrise. 

Ellen Penfield was still standing in the midst of the 
scattering flock when the two householders appeared 
on the back porch. They saw her pale with surprise 
in the rosy sunlight as she turned quickly to face 
them. 

**Good-morning !’” said Cynthia Kane, heartily. 

*«We came back sooner than we'd expected to,'’ 
Miss Sophie explained, rather lamely, looking hard 
at the dressmaker. 

‘*I—I hope you had a good time,’’ faltered Miss 
Penfield. The astonishment had.not left her face, 
but she held herself straighter, and looked them 
directly in their eyes. 

‘Fine,’ Mrs. Kane responded. ‘Thank you 
for looking after things for us. Come in and have 
some breakfast soon as I can get it!’’ 

Miss Sophie wore a reproachful air ; she had ex- 
pected more ofa scene than this, and was disappointed. 
Ellen Penfield began to back off. ‘No, I must be 
going,’’ she said, with decision. 

When Miss Sophie mentioned the eggs she shook her 
head emphatically. ‘‘It was dreadful,’’ she said, 
simply. ‘*But I clean torgot to look after the eggs. 
No—no,I do not want them !’’ 

‘*Why not?’’ asked Cynthia, but her keen gaze 
was very kind. 

‘*Oh, because it’s been a—a pleasure to me to 
come here,’’ the other answered hurriedly, and was 
gone. 

They kept the matter to themselves in spite ot Ann 
Fletcher's active curiosity. Sophie was eager to talk, 
but Mrs. Kane forbade her with firmness, 

It was jess than a week later that the dressmaker 
became ill. Before Thornburg had scarely heard a 
word, Ann Fletcher, in her capacity of ‘* born nurse,"’ 
was installed behind the crooked sign, allowing no 
one else there but the doctor. 


(Zo be concluded in next week's issue.) 
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LESSON 5. OCTOBER 31. THE BOY JOASH CROWNED KING 


Golden Text: The house of the wicked shall be overthrown; but the tent of the upright shall flourish.—Proverbs 14 : 11 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


ISHOP MOULE, of Durham, England, whose 
writings on union with Christ and the life of 
victory have been blessed to many, had a posi- 

tion of great prominence and pore at the coro- 
nation of the present king of England in Westmin- 
ster Abbey. He has described in an unforgetable 
way the impressive scenes and ceremonies of that 
coronation. ‘It seemed natural... to walk slowly 
forward, keeping step with the King, dimly aware of 
multitudinous surroundings, but greatly aware of 
him. ... 1 passed behind the chair to take my pee 
at my King’s right hand. Lord Spencer, as Lord 
Chamberlain, was close to me; Lord Beauchamp, 
with the Sword of State, just in front; to the right 
stood Lord Roberts, the Duke of Beaufort and Lord 
Kitchener with the other swords. Opposite, north- 
ward, in white and scarlet, stood the Diocesans of 
England and Wales in two long double ranks. Be- 
hind me, above a table splendid with the golden 
plate of the Abbey, was the Royal Gallery, occupied 
by the King’s near relatives, and by his children. 
... Above and everywhere one felt the multitudes. 
But the absorbing consciousness (was it a parable of 

reater things ?) was the immediate proximity of the 

ing.” 

fave you ever asked yourself how you may feel on 
that great day (and it may be very near) when you 
see your King given, for the first time in all history, 
his rightful place on his own throne as the recognized 
King of this earth ? 


Our Background Material 

Ask the class, Is a republic the ideal form of earthly 
government? After getting their views, ask them 
what the Bible has to say on the subject. Was a 
republic, or a kingdom, evidently God’s choice of 
government for his people on this earth? We may 
turn up some surprising facts if we are gy Ac hear 
what the Bible has to say. Dr. Griffith Thomas’ 
special article on page 599 in this issue should be 
carefully studied by the teacher before coming to 
class. e Americans in the United States have 
been brought up with such exalted ideas of the re- 
publican (or democratic) form of government, that 
it is hard for us to realize that possibly our ideas 
are not the last word on the subject. t any rate, 
let us study our Bibles with open minds. One thing 
is evident : our Lord Jesus Christ offered himself as 
king over this earth, was rejected as such, and is yet 
going to be so established. Dr. Griffith Thomas’ 
special article gives clear teaching on our Lord’s 
Second Coming, as King. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles 
in this issue, Boldface figures at the end of certain paragraphs in 
those articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

A thing as terrible and tragic as that which is re- 
corded in the first verse of the lesson does not occur 
allat once. There have been years of sin and trag- 
edy preparing for it. Read the whole story of the 
events that led up to the lesson, from 2 Kings 8: 16 
to10: 36. ‘Then read Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 4), 
Mrs. Baldwin (1-2), and notice how the teacher of 
Pucker’s class got the boys interested in the history 
(Rogers, 1-2). ‘The chart of the kings made by 
Pucker himself will be very useful (Rogers, 3). 

It is important to keep clear on these different 
kings, remembering that there were two Jehorams 
and two Ahaziahs, one each being a king in Israel 
and in Judah. See Dr. Griffith Thomas (1, 2), and 
note the historical facts brought out by Mr. Rogers 


(4, 5). 

The unspeakable wickedness of Athaliah should be 
made plain (Baldwin, 3). Why didn’t she want her 
grandson to be the successor of her son Ahaziah ? 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3) answers the question. 

Now God had pledged his word that the family of 
David should be established forever on the throne 
(2 Sam. 7: 12-17). God is yet going to fulfil his word 
completely in that promise, as he does in all his prom- 
ises. Athaliah set herself against God’s purpose in 
this matter. Moslem rulers to-day destroy possible 
rivals to the throne (Mackie, 1). And the plan of 
wholesale murder that she thought would defeat his 
purpose was the very thing he used to insure his 
purpose (Baldwin, 4). He can turn trouble into 
blessing in the same way to-day (Baldwin, §). 

Get the class to draw a contrast between the two 
women Athaliah and Jehosheba, who were stepmother 
and stepdaughter. In what ways did they differ 
from each other? Billy Sunday has described a 


2 Kings 11 : 1-20. Commit verses II, 12 


(The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
2 Kings 11 : 4-12.) 

4 And in the seventh year Jehoiada sent and fetched the 
captains over hundreds of the ! Carites and of the ? guard, and 
brought them to him into the house of Jehovah ; and he made 
a covenant with them, and took an oath of them in the house 
of Jehovah, and showed them the king’s son. 5 And he com- 
manded them, saying, This is the thing that ye shall do: a 
third part of you, that come in on the sabbath, shall be keep- 
ers of the watch of the king’s house ; 6 and a third part shall 
be at the gate Sur; and a third part at the gate behind the 
guard: so shall ye keep the watch of the house, and be a bar- 
rier. 7 And the two companies of you, even all that go forth 
on the sabbath, shall keep the watch of the house of Jehovah 
about the king. 8 And ye shall compass the king round about, 
every man with his weapons in his hand ; and he that cometh 
within the ranks, let him be slain: and be ye with the king 
when he goeth out, and when he cometh in. 

9 And the captains over hundreds did according to all that 
Jehoiada the priest commanded ; and they took every man his 
men, those that were to come in on the sabbath, with those 
that were to go out on the sabbath, and came to Jehoiada the 
priest. ro And the priest delivered to the captains over hune 
dreds the spears and shields that had been king David's, which 
were in the house of Jehovah. 11 And the guard stood, every 
man with his weapons in his hand, from the right §side of the 
house to the left side of the house, along by the altar and the 
house, by the king round about. 12 Then he brought out the 
king's son, and * put the crown upon him, and gave him the 
testimony ; and they made him king, and anointed him; and 
they clapped their hands, and said, Lomg live the king. 


1 Or, executioners 2 Heb. runners. ® Heb. shoulder. * Or, put 
upon him the crown and the te timony 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Netson &* Sons, 








mother who is in tremendous contrast with Athaliah 
(Round-Table, 1). 

Jehoiada was a man of God, and therefore a prac- 
tical man. Let the class understand how thorough 
were the plans that he made, as given in verses 4 to 
II, especially verses 5 to 8. How the work of guard- 
ing the new boy king was distributed among the sol- 
diers is explained by Mrs. Bryner (1). 

Notice that to ‘‘ trust in God and keep your powder 
dry” are not two different things: they are one and 
the same thing,—or rather one is cause and the other 
is effect. Because we trust in God we keep our pow- 
der dry. 

But why should the hard-headed military men have 
believed Jehoiada when he showed them that seven- 
year-old boy and told them that this was the only 
I’ving son of the king ? 

Suppose they had challenged him to prove it? He 
could have told them the facts; but suppose they had 
not believed them? 

The fact that they did believe Jehoiada was a com- 
pliment both to Jehoiadaandtotkem. Itshowed that 
they had confidence in him; from his life lived in their 
midst for years past they knew that he was to be de- 
pended upon. And it showed that they had the good 
sense to believe a trustworthy man. The men who 
haven't faith, who won’t believe unless acertain kind 
of tangible proof is shown them (the man-from-Mis- 
souri type whom we were discussing last week) are 
poor specimens of men. Jehoiada had better stuff to 
work with. 

Any interference of the slightest sort with the plan 
to put God's prince upon his rightful throne was to be 
instantly and summarily dealt with, by death. And 
the usurper who had so long blocked God’s purpose 
was swept out of the way. 

It was a wonderful day for God’s people in Judah! 
The blasphemous and unclean worship that had defied 
God was also swept out of the land; the boy king of 
the God-ordained royal house of David was enthroned; 
then came joy and peace to all. Cleansing and hap- 
piness always follow complete obedience to His will. 

There is a remarkable foreshadowing, in this bit of 
Old Testament history, as often elsewhere in the Old 
Testament, of New Testament history and prophecy. 
Dr. I. M. Haldeman in his Sunday-school Lesson 
Quarterly (published by Charles C. Cook, 150 Nassau 
Street, New York City, 25 cents) makes this plain. 
For example: 

Joash was a rejected king, though the heir of 
David’s throne. Jesus, son of David, was rejected 
as king of the Jews (John 1g : 15). 

Joash was hidden from the sight of the people, and 
hidden in the temple or house of God. The rightful 
King, Jesus Christ, has been hidden in heaven, the 
house of God, from'the sight of men, for 2000 years. 

To those who were loyal to him Joash was secretly 
revealed. To his own followers Christ will be se- 
cretly revealed when he comes to meet them in the 
air (1 Thess. 4 : 16-18), coming as a thief comes 
(Matt. 25:13; Rev. 3: 3). 


~ 
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After being shown eo my Be his followers, Joash 
was brought forth pases fore all the people so 
that all could see him, surrounded by his armies. 
After having come for his Church, Christ will come 
with them so that every eye may behold him (Rev. 
1: 7), followed by the armies of heaven (Rev. 19: 
11-16), 

Joash was crowned and enthroned as God’s or- 
dained king. Jesus will be made Kingof kings (Rev. 
19:16). The Second Psalm gives a wonderful pic- 
ture of the coming of the King and his establishment 
over this earth, with the hill of Zion (Jerusalem) as 
its capital. 

The enemies of Joash were slain, the false ruler 
being destroyed. Our Lord’s enemies will be de- 
stroyed before his presence at his coming, and the one 
who will have set himself up as the king of this earth 
will, like Athaliah, be destroyed (Rev. 19: 19-21). 


The Truth That Is Golden 


God wants us to have always and only a joyous, 
happy life. ‘* Hard times” are the result of fighting 
God's will. Hard times of course come iuto the lives 
of those who are doing God's will, in this age, be- 
cause there are so many round about them who are 
fighting God. If every one on earth would do God’s 
will to-day, the whole earth would be turned into a 
heaven of joy to-day. When God's king was estab- 
lished in Judah, and God’s will was done, ‘‘all the 
people of the land rejoiced.” It is the way of the 
transgressor that is hard (Prov. 13:15). Do we 
really believe that the Golden Text of this lesson is 
true? Then let us tell Jesus that we want him to be 
‘*Lord of all,” now and always, in our life, 


Teaching, Points 

Athaliah carried out her plan of massacre completely,— 
all but one little baby. We often carry out our plans 
against God’s purpose completely,—all but a single point. 
Because one baby was missed, Athaliah’s plan for a king- 
dom failed. And no one ever will succeed, nor ever has, 
in completely carrying out any plan against God’s pur- 
poses. 

Remember that the gospel of Jesus Christ, as he himself 
declared it, includes two things: grace and judgment. Ile 
offered forgiveness and eternal life to all who would be- 
lieve on him. He declared certain destruction to all who 
would not believe on him, His offer of grace is greatly 
emphasized to-day ; and his declaration of certain judgment 
is often forgotten or even denied. That is why Billy 
Sunday’s true gospel preaching, which includes both 
truths, isso unpopular among those who don’t like to hear 
of inescapable judgment. They accuse Sunday of being 
untrue to ‘*the meek and gentle Jesus.’? They forget 
that the most awful words of judgment and destruction in 
the entire Bible came from the lips of Jesus. 


God’s men used the weapons of a conquering king 
(v. 10). They were weapons of victory, The weapons 
that our conquering King offers us for our use will always 
bring victory if we use them in faith in him, the Captain of 
our salvation, They are listed in Ephesians 6 : 13-17. 
See Mr. Ridgway (1). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Have you ever tried to defeat God’s purpose by going 
contrary to his will and supposing that you could do so 
safely? Let the class discuss the question and give actual 
experiences from life in the home, the school, or business. 

Why does God let those who oppose him continue in 
apparent success and prosperity for such long periods of 
time? See 2 Peter 3 : 8, 9. 

How could Jehoiada speak as confidently as he did in 
2 Chronicles 23 : 3? 

What different reasons may have accounted for the 
willingness of the military men to overthrow their present 
government and establish a new? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the nembers’ own preparation. ] 


Joash Repairs the Temple (2 Kings 11 : 21 to 12 : 16) 

The seven-year-old boy Joash, now king, had a 
forty years’ reign ahead of him. It might have been 
much less than forty years; but the boy for whom 
God had done so much decided that he could not do 
too much for God: and so God prospered him. But 
he had a hard time getting the house of God put into 
good repair. See if you can discover why. 

Ought the high places to have been taken away? Give 
your reason, 

What was Joash’s first plan for repairing the tempie? 

What plan succeeded, and why ? 

Is it a good thing to trust men to handle money without 
keeping accounts ? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Whole Lesson 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





“ OD fulfils himself in many ways,’’—so says 
Tennyson, and this lesson strikingly illus- 
trates it. God had pledged David a perma- 

nent succession, and yet it seemed as though Atha- 

liah had frustrated this. But we shall see that she 

had not. God says, ‘*My counsel] shall stand, and I 

will do all my vleaenre” (Isa. 46 : 10), 


J. Surroundings of the Lesson 

Connection.—After several lessons connected with 
the Northern kingdom of Israel, we now turn to the 
Southern, Judah. Let us briefly note the succession 
from Rehoboam (1 Kings 12): Rehoboam, Abijam, 
Asa, Jehoshaphat, Jehoram, all in the direct succes- 
sion of fathers and sons. Jehoshaphat, though 
mainly praiseworthy, made the great mistake of 
allying himself with Ahab of Israel; and his son and 
successor, Jehoram, married Athaliah, the daughter 
of Jezebel, Ahab’s wicked wife. This and his own 
sinfulness soon brought trouble, and all his sons were 
taken captive except the youngest, Ahaziah, who 
succeeded him. Ahaziah only reigned one year, and 
he too went astray through the counsel of his wicked 
mother, Athaliah. On allying himself with Jehoram 
of Israel he was mortally wounded, and Jehoram was 
slain by Jehu. The entire story should be read, and 
the fulfilment of the prophecies of Elijah on Ahab and 
Jezebel specially noted (2 Kings 8 : 16 to 10 : 36). (1) 

Notice that there were two different Jehorams (and 
the name is sometimes contracted to Joram): one, a 
king of Israel, was a son of Ahab (2 Kings 1:17; 3: 
1; 8 : 16); the other, a king of Judah, was a son of 
Jehoshaphat (2 Kings 1: 17; 8:16). Alsothere were 
two Ahaziahs: one, Ahab’s son, a king of Israel 
(1 Kings 22 : 51); the other, Jehoram’s son, a king 
of Judah (2 Kings 8 : 25; 2 Chron. 22 : 6). (2) 

The death of her son Ahaziah was a critical event 
for Athaliah, because with his son as successor she 
would no longer be queen-mother, a position of great 
authority and influence. It was to prevent the loss 
of this power that she did what this lesson records 
and usurped the throne. It is particularly notewor- 
thy that her reign was the only break in the Davidic 
succession from father to son, while in the north four 
dynasties had already been in power and several 
more were to come. (3) 

Date.—Perhaps this may be put at 893-886 B.C. 

Parallel Passages.—2 Chronicles 21 : 4-19; 22: 10 to 
£3 : 31. 

II. The Lesson 

The Courage (vs. 1-3).—Athaliah’s cruelty extended 
to all that might have any claim to the throne. 
Already Jehu had killed forty-two male relatives of 
Ahaziah (2 Kings 10: 13, 14), and these were addi- 
tional ones, especially children of her son. But there 
was a limit to her efforts. ‘‘ There’s a divinity that 
shapes our ends, rough-hew them how we will.” The 
action of Jehosheba, probably half-sister of the late 
king, and aunt of the infant Joash and wife of Jehoi- 
ada the priest (2 Chron. 22 : 11), was prompted by her 
own natural love to save the infant king. Itis curious 
that he and his nurse could be hidden in the temple 
for no less than six years. This seems to suggest 
that with the worship of Baal under Athaliah the 
temple was not much used, and would therefore be a 
safe place for the child. Then, too, the position of 

ehoiada, the husband of Jehosheba, as priest would 
an additional protection. But in any case it meant 
no little fearlessness and courage to accomplish the 
task. First the capture and then the preservation 
could only have been accomplished by a brave, strong, 
determined person, Courage on behalf of right is 
splendid. ‘The bed-chamber (see margin) was one of 
the places in the precincts of the temple where the 
Eastern flat mattresses were kept. 

The Care (vs. 4-8).—At the end of six years the 
time had come for action. Joash was seven, and 
Jehu had been king over Israel seven years (2 Kings 
12:1). Jehoiada the priest, now over ninety (2 Chron. 
24:1, 15), naturally took the lead. It was essential 
to have a rightful king instead of a usurper. The 
Carites were pretty certainly foreign soldiers, em- 
pe on this special service as mercenaries. It has 

een suggested that their presence in Judah was due 
to Athaliah being a Phoenician princess, daughter of 
Jezebel (1 Kings 16: 31). Jehoiada pledged them to 
secrecy and loyalty, and then showed them the young 
king and revealed his plans. Everything was to be 
carefully observed and carried out. The guards were 
to be divided into two sections, each with its special 
duties, The first division, which usually constituted 
the guard on the sabbath, was to do its usual work, 
posted at three different points, the places being 
mentioned because of the need of watchfulness. The 
second division was to be near and round the young 
king to protect him (v. 8). The reference to ‘‘ the 
king’s house” (v. 5) is to Athaliah’s royal palace. 


Thus everything was thoroughly prepared and 
arranged for the great event. ‘The exactitude of the 
plans is striking. Nothing was left to ‘ chance.” 
‘* Trust in God and keep your powder dry,” is a motto 
attributed to Cromwell, and indicates the twofold at- 
titude of every earnest man. 

The Coronation (vs. 9-12). The men loyally car- 
ried out the priest’s orders. It is evident that there 
was not a little dissatisfaction with Athaliah, and 
that many were ready for a change, especially as the 
boy-king was of David's line. From time to time 
there was a reaction in favor of the worship of Jeho- 
vah. God was never without awitness. ‘The spears 
and shields are thought to have been those captured 
by David in his wars and stored in the temple (2 Sam. 
8:7). This precaution would be all the more neces- 
sary because the Levites would be unarmed and 
would therefore need protection. Then came the 
actual coronation (v. 12). The ‘‘ testimony” is thought 
to be the roll of the law given to the king (Deut. 17: 
18, 19), and this may have been either presented to 
him or else symbolically ape on his head (see 
margin). Jehoiada evidently realized that the time 
was ripe for a revolt, and that the people would be 
on his side in the effort to set things right. 

The Capture (vs. 13-16).—The joyous shouting at 
the coronation came to the ears of Athaliah, and she 
soon learned what had been done. Her cry of ‘' irea- 
son” was unheeded, because the people knew, what 
she for the moment did not, that the rightful king 
was on the throne. In reality hers was the treason. 
She must have been greatly surprised to find that 
she had not accomplished her purpose in slaying all 
the seed-royal. After six years she might well have 
thought her position secure, but at length she real- 
ized what had happened. Jehoiada at once gave 
orders that she should be allowed to pass between 
the ranks of the guard so that she should not be 
killed in the sacred courts, but when she was outside 
she was taken and slain, receiving the fate she 
richly deserved, like her mother before her (2 Kings 
9 : 30-37). 

The Covenant (vs. 17-20).—It was then necessary 
to make the event of permanent value by means of a 
solemn covenant between the people and God, as well 
as between the people and Joash. The time had 
come for a great change, a reformation, a renewal of 
true worship, and the casting out of idolatry. A 
new zeal possessed the people, and the worship of 
Baal was ended and loyalty to Jehovah once more 
expressed. 


III. Central Truths 


The story is well illustrated by the Golden Text, 
which tells of the two sides of life as here seen. 

1. The Punishment of Wrong-Doing.—-Nothing 
is more certain than that sin will be dealt with. Even 
after six years of undisturbed power Athaliah was 
punished. ‘The mills of God grind slowly, but they 
grind exceeding small.” It is one of the inexorable 
laws of God's universe that sin receives its due re- 
quital. ‘‘ Be sure your sin will find you out.” This 
does not necessarily mean ‘will be found out,” or 
dealt with in this life, because there is the great 
future when judgment in full will be executed. A 
Christian man called on another on a Sunday and 
found him surrounded with papers. ‘‘ You see,” he 
said, ‘‘Il am making up my account. I always do it 
on Sunday.” ‘* Yes,’ said the Christian, ‘‘and you 
will spend the day of judgment in the same way,— 
making up your accounts.” ‘There is no truth of the 
New Testament that calls for greater emphasis to- 
day than the inevitableness of judgment (1 Cor, 3: 
13; 2 Cor. 5: 10; Heb. 9: 27). 

2. The Power of Practical Goodness.—The actions 
of Jehosheba and of Jehoiada are noteworthy illus- 
trations of the truth that ‘‘the tent of the upright 
shall flourish.” They dared and they did, and very 
often we have to ‘‘ dare to do right.” Right calls for 
risk, and they were prepared to do much for what 
they believed to be true. And they had their re- 
ward. So it is always. We must be ready to take 
our courage in our hands, if necessary, on behalf of 
right and truth, and if we do, God will see to it that 
our lives do not suffer in the longrun. Nothing is 
more certain than that righteousness is the funda- 
mental law of the universe, and those who determine 
to do it at all costs soon find this out and feel it in 
their hearts. ‘‘ For right is right, since God is God, 
And right the day must win.” 

3. The Possibility of Early Piety.—Joash was 
only seven when he became king, but it was not too 
early to serve God. Jehosheba and Jehoiada had 
laid a good foundation. The children of the Bible 
are most interesting and encouraging. We think of 
Joseph, Samuel, Timothy, Paul’s nephew (Acts 23: 
16), and others. The hymn which starts, ‘*O won't 
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you be a Christian while you're young?” should 
come home with special power. 


IV. A Lesson Outline 

. The Courage (Psa. 89 : 28-37). 

. The Care (Psa, 15 : 1-5). 

. The Coronation (Jer. 22: 1-9). 

. The Capture (Deut. 12: 1-7). 

. The Covenant (2 Chron, 34: 1-7) 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Aunties.— Jehosheba... took Joash...and... hid 
him (v. 2). One woman's hate plays itself against 
one woman’s love. Lovewins. Blessed is the baby 
that bas a smart and loving auntie. All who have 
had a dear good auntie to help ** spoil” you hold up 
your hand. I thought so. In many a home the 
aunt is an institution. She has been an important 
member in the Ridgway clan for many generations. 
I am the oldest kid of a string of ten, and my father’s 
sister took hold of me early. She was a lovely little 
Quaker maiden when she first met me. I was a 
voiceful visitor who had only been in this country 
for a day or two. We never separated until God 
called her home as I turned fifteen. When the 
temptation came I always met it with the crack, 
‘*What would Aunt Sue think?” and I have always 
had to this very day the notion that up there in 
heaven Aunt Sue is still ‘‘ looking after her Willie.” 
In taking up this lesson of the baby Joash saved by 
his good, godly aunt, there is no better time to think 
tenderly of our own dear, self-sacrificing aunties. 
Let us all stop at the arbor vitae tree and pluck a 
little sprig for the buttonhole, and on this last day of 
October hold their memory green. Blessed the boys 
and girls who have a good aunt. After auntie’s own 
kids you come next (2 Pet. 2: 9; Psa. 17: 4). 


God’s Finest Work.—lud he was with her hid in 
the house of Jehovah (vy. 3). While the Baalim 
tigress prowled the palace halls, the high priest, wife, 
and tollowers were a despised, unfavored lot, Yet 
they were doing agreat work for God in just bring- 
ing up a baby boy (1 Cor. 15: 58; Gal. 6:9) That 
Sunday-school teacher down South and that other 
Sunday-school teacher out West who used to have so 
much trouble with that restless, stirring Wilson kid 
and that mischievous Marshall youngster never 
dreamed they were helping to make a Christian pres- 
ident and vice-president of the greatest nation on 
earth, When you take a job with God you never 
know what fine work you are likely to be put on. 
The Ivory soap family will never get away from the 
work God had Secretary Robert McBurney put on 
Mr. Gamble when he was a young fellow in the old 
23d Street Y. M. C. A. in New York. ‘This is why I 
try to get every fellow of parts I know to gather up 
a Sunday-school class and begin to be used of God 
for putting the fine touch on ‘‘kings.”’ The Walk- 
Over shoe manufacturer is doing fine service in pav- 
ing the way through the world with leather (as Dan 
Crawford says the African considers shoes), but he is 
doing his real work in helping the men in his Bible 
class pave their way through life with religion. ‘The 
shoe product all stays here—the Bible class product 
will be waiting yonder. (1) 


In Atlanta.— Zhe captains... did according to all 
that Jehoiada the priest commanded (v.9). Like many 
another misgovernéd people Israel was only waiting 
for a leader and a warcry. Jehoiada was the leader 
and Joash the warcry. A boy can be just as impor- 
tant as a man when he stands for something (Mark 
9: 36, 37). Iwas in Atlanta the other day, and I 
watched a crack military company in great drum- 
major shako hats starting for a trip North. They 
made a great show, and stood for good-fellowship 
and a good time. On another day I saw a company 
of Boy Scouts. These little fellows, with their felt 
hats and mud-colored clothes, weré not as showy as 
the old fellows in white and gold braid, but who will 
say they did not stand for infinitely more? And 
mean more for the safety of the land. If a boy does 
not happen to be a Scout, standing for what they 
stand for, he can stand for his father’s good name and 
be as important as any prince. Jehoiada was carry- 
ing out God’s plan, and undoubtedly had the help of 
the prophet. God's plan for every boy is that he 
shall be a prince and a king, and all the prophets of 
God in pulpit and school are helping boys come to 
their thrones. In America there can be only one 
union of church and state. A union to enthrone the 
boys. The state lifting by the public school and the 
church lifting by the Sunday-school. Lots of Slatterys 
are working in both (Rom. 8: 14; Psa. 8 : 4-6). 

The Come Back.—Sfears and siields that had 
been king David's (v. 10), When David pledged 
these emblems of wealth to God he had no thought 
they would some day save his house (2 Sam. 8: 7, 
11). No man ever did a thing. for God that did not 
come back sooner or later. And somewhere cross 
the family.line (Eccles. 11 : 1;. Proy. 3:9; 19:17). 
The late Louis Severance was one of the loveliest 
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Christian gentlemen 1 ever knew. He was hand- 
some, gracious, genuine, and full of love. One of 
his hobbies was the giving of hospitals to help the 
suffering poor in heathen lands. Among the num- 
ber which he built and equipped was one in Egypt. 
A brother of Mr. Severance was traveling up the 
Nile, and met with a severe accident. It was a case 
of immediate skilled medical attention or death. 
‘«'There is a hospital at the mission down the river.” 
Up and away for a life-and-death dash for the hos- 
pital. And the ‘‘hospital at the mission down the 
river’’ that Mr. Severance put there for the glory of 
God and to save the lives of the poor fellahin, saved 
the life of his beloved brother. It must have made 
the captains thrill with the old Davidic spirit when 
they grasped these sacred weapons. Suppose Amer- 
ica had to be saved from a tyrant, and they handed 
us the swords of Washington, Wayne, and Lafay- 
ette ! Could we fight ? Could we stand for what they 
stood for? God has put in our hands the sword of 
our ancestors, ‘‘the Word of God.” Do we stand as 
they stood ? 

** The Book, Sir.”.— 7hey clapped their hands, and 
said, Long live the king (v. 12). The king they 
hailed with noisy joy was but a small, forgotten boy. 
He stood with the Bible in his hand. That was the 
way he had been brought up. When the ruler has 
been brought to the throne with God's Word in his 
hand the people have good cause to shout ‘‘ God save 
the king.” It means down with the bad and up with 
the good. The ruler’s one function 1s to make a 
happy people. But it never has been except as God’s 
help has been enlisted (1 Kings 10 : 8, 9; 2 Sam. 23 : 
3, 4). When the thousands assemble at Washington 
every four years to enthrone the ‘‘king” there is 
always a Bible in that king’s hand. When the great 
ones of Britain assemble at Westminster to enthrone 
a king one of the most impressive parts of the cere- 
mony is the presentation of ‘‘the king’s Bible.” And 
if you think it is an accident that England and Amer- 
ica are the two most potent and influential nations 
on the face of the earth you are certainly the cham- 
pion ‘‘ Boob.”” In the America south of us neither 
the ‘‘kings” nor any others have the Bible in 
their hands, and you see what you see. One time a 
foreign ambassador asked Queen Victoria the secret 
of England’s wonderful power and influence. Reach- 
ing to her table she picked up her well-worn Bible, 
and said, ‘‘ The Book, sir.” 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
partment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lesson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. Manuscripts are to reach the ‘Times 
three months in advance of the lesson date. A circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


How to Flourish.— Zhe tent of the upright shall 
flourish (Golden Text). At the Chicago Y. M. C.A. 
I used to have to get ministers for the noon meeting, 
and got to know Dr. Armstrong. One day he told 
me of a call he had made. When he rang at the 
door it was opened by a little girl. He asked for her 
mother, and she asked, ‘‘Are you sick?” He said 
that he wasn’t, and she asked, ‘‘Are you hurt?” 
Again he said no; then she asked if he knew of any 
one sick or injured. When he said no, she said, 
‘* Then you can’t see mama, for she prays from nine 
toten o’clock.” It was then twenty minutes after nine, 
but he sat down and waited forty minutes to see her, 
At ten o’clock she came in with the light of glory on 
her face, and he knew why that home was so bright; 
-knew why her two sons were in the theological semi- 
nary and her girl was a missionary. All hell can’t 
tear a boy or girl away from a mother like that.— 
From Billy Sunday in the North American. Sent 
by W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. The prize 
for this week ts awarded to this tllustration, (1) 

“*That Blessed Word ‘ Which.’”— Zhe tent of the 
upright shall flourish (Golden Text). ‘I’ve been 
thanking the good Lord all day long for that blessed 
word ‘which,’” said John to his friend. ‘* That 
blessed word ‘which,’” replied his astonished com- 
panion ; ‘‘what on earth do you mean?” ‘* Well,” 
explainea John, ‘‘it’s like this. For many years I 
gave way to drink. Our home was a poor sort of 
place. My Mary hadn’t a very nice life of it. But 
she bore it all like a saint, and never murmured. 
And in those daysI had no clothes except those I 
stood up in. But last year I started going to church 
with my Mary. And one night I was converted. 
And my, the difference it made! Why, last night 
my Mary was upstairs, and I called out to her to 
bring my clothes down when she came. And what 
do you think she called back? She shouted ‘ which?’ 
And oh, it made me feel good to hear my Mary ask 
me that! And I've been thanking the good Lord 
all day for that blessed word ‘ which.’” — From 
‘* Mountains in the Mist,” by F. W. Boreham. Sent 
by W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N, Y. 

A Shepherding Hand.—Zhey hid him from Atha- 
liah, so that he.was not slain (v.2). Astream came 
down the mountain-side from the snow on the top. 
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Gaily it leaped and ran upon its course, until it neared 
the valley below at a place where the choice of two 
ways lay before it; one by a larger stream into the 
river that was flowing to the sea; and the other over 
a chasm that led nowhere except down to boulders 
of rock and rubble. A large stone lay across the 
ath of this little stream, which checked its course 
or a moment. Then over the chasm it went, and 
was lost in the abyss below. If only some hand had 
removed the stone, the stream would have joined the 
river and gained the ocean. Many a young life is 
like that stream. Ifonly some strong, wise hand 
would remove the temptation that hinders at the 
critical time, the river of usefulness and happiness 
would “be reached, and the ocean of God's purpose 
gained.—From the Rev. J. W. W. Moeran. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Greetland, Halifax, Eng. 


Labrador Steadfastness.— So sha// ye ko2p the 
watch (v.6). In Labrador we have no penny, blood- 
curdling novels and five editions of a newspaper a 
day. Lots of our boys cannot read and write. But 
they can endure hardness, like good soldiers. Last 
winter one boy of fifteen was left with two teams of 
huge wolfish Eskimo dogs, while the doctor and his 
men traveled off to kill some deer. He was warned 
not to move, or they would possibly be lost. As it 
happened, the men got parted by heavy snow-storms, 
and only found a house fifty miles away on the third 
day after. They at once sent a gang of men to look 
for the boy. Do you think he had run away in all 
that long time, and during those dark, cold nights? 
Not a bit of it! He was just where they had left 
him.—Ffrom Dr. Grenfell. Sent by Mrs. R. W. 
Lowe, Delevan, N. Y. 

** Big"? Work.—So shall ye keep the watch of the 
house (v. 6). I have noticed that sometimes people 
grow discouraged because their work does not seem 
to count for much. A taper lay in a drawer, when 
its owner took it out and carried it away. ‘* Where 
are you taking me?” asked the taper. ‘‘ To show 
big ships their way across the sea,” was the reply. 
‘* But no ship could see by means of my tiny light.” 
‘* Leave that to me,’’ said the owner, as he lighted 
the big lantern and blew the taper out.—From Th? 
Christian Endeavor World. Sent by Mrs. R. W. 
Lowe, Delevan, N. Y. 


Better than an Elevator.—Zvery man with his 
weapons in his hand (v. 8). The graduating class 
of 1915 of the High School of Menasha, Wisconsin, 
had this distinctive class motto: ‘‘ The elevator to 
success is not running—take the stairs."—/vom the 
Utica Press. Sent by W. J. Hart, LD, D,, Dolge- 
ville, N.Y. 

% 


Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


T ALL happened more than twenty-seven hundred 
years ago, and yet we may now, in October of 
1915, be certain of the actual spot where that ex- 

traordinary coronation service was ‘held, where the 
usurper of the government shouted, ‘‘ Treason, trea- 
son,” and where soldiers led the desperate woman 
away to death. eS 

Notice on our map where the number 39 is attached 

to a point on a building at the southern end of the 
temple grounds. The building is a comparatively 





mh a! 
SCALE OF FEET Gr = *f2 
ee a e S 
‘ Qa A 
600 1000 1500 v 
P HHA A iteny hI, 


wy; oN Aa” hee " 
“gez SS a lle is. wll a i. 

We 
Pla OMY, “Ge 4 
é Ga, = 
Ua F 4 
Ua, 


















fe 
NetéCalvary E 
TOMB ¥ 
= *® 


& 
at & t 
Ay StStepbens 


<4 Gate 
























Sui swoon 
Aiili<o; Evil CounseE 











MAP PATENT No.656,569 BY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 


modern Moslem mosque, but it stands on nearly the 
same site as the royal palace where Queen Athaliah 
used to live. 

We will take our stand on the roof of that building 
and face'north, so as to have directly before us the 
rest of the ancient temple area. 

We find down before us a level space of paved 
ground where hundreds of men wearing long robés 
and cloth turbans are standing or walking about. 





OCTOBER 16, 1915 


(They are Turks come together at the time of a Mos. 
lem festival.) A few rods away we see the ground is 
terraced, forming a higher level, and a broad stair. 
way of stone leads from the lower level to the higher, 
More men are mounting those stairs on the way tog 
large building on the upper terrace. That upper 
terrace is where one of the sacred courts of the tem. 
ple stood when Joash was a boy. It used to be sur. 
rounded by buildings, including many rooms where 
priests lived and temple property was stored. It was 
in some remote part of the priest’s quarters that 
Joash had been secretly brought up, really very near 
the palace of his grandmother, but without her ever 
having any idea he was alive! 

The coronation service was held on that upper ter. 
race before the altar. And we know for a fact that 
the foundations of the altar still remain directly under 
the dome of that building which we see there to-day, 
When Athaliah heard the cheers and went from the 
palace to the temple she had to mount some sort of 
staircase just as those men are mounting now. 

Use a stereograph entitled, ‘‘ Pilgrims in the old 
temple courts; north from El Aksa to the Dome of 
the Rock.’ 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. ‘Ihe use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in imaking 
the lesson places vea/. Forty-five places will be visited 
during 1915; the forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, and, ifall are 
ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given 
free. Eleven places will be described with the lessons of 
the fourth quarter ; the stereographs cost $1.84. ‘The five for Oc- 
tober alone cost 84 cents. Less than five in one order are 20 
cents each. Stereoscopes, gocents each. Lantern slides of the 
same scenes can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents each ; 
sepia-tinted, 55 cents ; colored, $1.10. In orders for twenty- 
five or more at once, prices are : plain slides, 40 cents; sepia- 
tinted, 45 cents ; colored, $1. Postage or express will be pre- 
paid on all orders for stereographs or stereoscopes. Ad- 
dress The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
St., Philadelphia, Pa. 2 


Oriental Lesson Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland Missionary 
to the Jews 


HE arose and destroyed all the seed royal (v.1). 
Such has been the custom at the appointment of 
a new sultan (or caliph), whether at Bagdad, 
Damascus, or Constantinople. All likely claimants 
to the succession of Mohammed had to be removed 
by death, either openly or by stealth. The present 
sultan spent most of his life in imprisonment by order 
of his brother, ’Abd il-Hamid. (1) 

And'put them in the bed-chamber (vy. 2). Oriental 
sleeping accommodation was a simple matter, as all 
that was needed was the mattress and quilt laid on 
the floor. On these the guests slept in company with 
most of their clothes on, according to Oriental cus- 
tom. ‘lhe temple had a room in which such bedding 
was kept folded up until required. 

He... took an oath of them in the house of Jeho- 
vah (v. 4). The authority of man might come and 
go with party changes, but the Lord would punish 
the insult offered by those who took his name in vain, 
who vowed and did not perform, 

Lhe guard stood, every man with his weapons in 
his hand (v. 11). What was then done in a special 
emergency has for many years been a weekly occur- 
rence in Constantinople when the sultan went to 
perform his Friday prayers in the great mosque. 
For fear of assassination soldiers lined the street 
route, which was frequently altered, and the approach 
to the mosque. 

He... put the crown upon him, and gave him the 
testimony (v. 12). ‘The reference is to the torah, or 
law of Moses. Government by it constituted the 
theocracy of Israel. The Jews speak of the crown of 
the kingdom and the crown of the law. 

ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we thank 
thee that when evil is strongly entrenched thou dost raise 
up those who dare to attack it in thy name. We thank 
thee for the young life that comes fresh and keen into thy 
service. Grant that from this school many may go out to 
do valiant deeds of righteousness for thee. May early 
promise find fulfilment in every boy and girl here to-day. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A king, and yet a boy! Well, 
that is not so strange, after all. A boy king may 
have a lot to learn; he may have only a dim idea of 
what his reign is to be; but whether you realize it or 
not, every one of you boys in this school is facing 4 
challenge just as great for you as young Joash’s was 
for him. You are not to be a boy king, but a kingly 
boy, a king in your own calling and place, if you do 
your duty. Joash had great evils to face; so have 
you. He had much help in the teaching of those 
who trained him; so have you. He had a boys 
temptations just as you have. He was given great 
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LESSON FOR OCT, 31 (2 Kings rx : 1-20) 


responsibility, even as you are to be given re 
sponsibilities in other ways. And it is just 
as necessary for you in your place, whoever 
you are, to be kingly as it was for him to be 
a king. For you must have courage and 
strength, boldness in leadership, faithfulness 
to the duty that God lays upon you, willing- 
ness to serve others, 

(Here let the superintendent turn to the 
blackboard on which he has, before school 
opened, written the words, ** A Boy -Kingly 
Boy,”’ and has covered with dull black paper, 
pinned or lightly pasted to the board, the let- 
ters ‘‘ly Boy,’’ leaving the words ‘A Boy 
King’’ exposed.) 

Joash was a boy king. That was his call- 
ing. And you can be— (remove the paper 
and fasten it over the word *' boy’’). 

You can be. Will you let the King of 
glory make you over into his own likeness? 
Let us pray. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* All the way my Saviour leads me.”’ 

** God is the refuge of his saints,"’ 

‘‘God moves m a mysterious way.”* 

“ He leadeth me: O blessed thought.” 

** Jesus shall reign where’er the sun.”’ 

* Onward, Christian soldiers.”’ 

‘'O worship the King, all glorious above.” 
'*Who is on the Lord’s side ?”’ 


(References in parentheses are to the 

metrical Psalm book “ Bible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 34 : 11-22 (70 : I-3). 
Psalm 119 : I-16 (242: 1, 4-6). 
Psalm 72 : I-19 (144: 1, 2, 5) 
Psalm 125 : 1-5 (272: 1, 2). 
Psalm 8 : 1-9 (12:1, 2, 4, 5) 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—Two weeks ago the story of the 
little maid appealed strongly to girls, 
To-day’s story of the little boy, Joash, 

is a favorite with ali children. 
Review.—When Elisha and his servant 

were in danger at Dothan the angel of the 

Lord with horses and chariots of fire was 


round about to deliver them, Relate the 
details. 
Lesson Teaching.—The same truth and 


Golden Text as last week will be appropri- 
ate, that God@’s care is round about little 
children, as it was round about Elisha, 

God has angels to guard little children. 
Jesus said, In heaven, their angels do always 
behold the face of my Father which is in 
heaven (Matt. 18 : 1ob). 


* Each night I lay me down to sleep 
The angels are looking on me ; 

I know I'm safe while angels keep. 
‘The angels are looking on me.”’ 


Zntroduction,—Talk of the pleasure which 
parents enjoy when showing their babies to 
friends or taiking about them. Most people 
are careful not to harm little children. 

Sometimes babies are in danger. They 
may not know it, but those who love them 
may hear about it and hide them away. In 
the Bible are several stories about babies 
who were hidden. Baby Moses was in dan- 
ger because of King Pharaoh’s cruel com- 
mand. He was hidden in a basket boat 
among the tall grasses by the river (Exod. 2: 
I-10). God had great work for Moses to 
do as leader when he grew up. 

Long afterward baby jesus was in danger 
because of King Herod’s cruel command. 
God’s angel warned Joseph and Mary to 
take him to Egypt, where he was hidden 
safely until Ilerod died (Matt. 2: 13-15). 
God had a great work for Jesus to do as 
preacher, teacher, and Saviour of the world 
(John 3 : 16). 

This Week’s Lesson Story.—Baby Joash 
was in danger because his grandmother, 
Queen Athaliah, gave a cruel command to 
destroy all the little princes so that she 
might be queen. Prince Joash was the 
youngest. His aunt learned that his life was 
in danger, so she took baby Joash and his 
nurse to her own home in a part of God’s 
temple, and hid them in a store room while 
Joash was little. 

This kind aunt was the wife of Jehoiada, 
the priest of God’s temple (2 Chron. 22 : 11). 
They loved the dear baby Joash. As he grew 


he could run ‘about and play in the temple 
courts, They must have told him about the 
boy Samuel who once lived with Eli the 
priest in God’s holy tent. Perhaps Joash, 
like Samuel, helped to look after the cur- 
tains and lights, (Repeat Prov, 20; 11.) 
Little Joash didn’t know that he was a 
prince and ought to be king. | 

Six years passed. All this time Athaliah, 
the wicked grandmother, was queen, She 
felt safe enough, for she was sure that all the 
princes were dead. We learned (lesson for 
October 3), ** Be sure your sin will find you 
out.’? Nobody ever thought of looking for 
one of the princes hidden in God’s house. 
‘The kind aunt and uncle kept their secret 
until Joash was seven years old, They 
taught him to love God and God’s house, 
The time had come to let him know, and 
the people, how his life had been saved, 
and that he was the king’s son. 

Jehoiada gathered some priests, Levites, 
captains, and guards in God’s temple, and 
told them, Then he brought Joash to show 
that he was alive. They were pleased, and 
promised to keep the secret until the Sab- 
bath, when the secret would be told to the 
people. They made careful plans. 

At the time for changing the temple guard 
on the Sabbath the new guard should divide 
into three parts, to guard the doors to the 
house of the jLord, the king’s palace, and 
the gates. ‘The old guard would not leave, 
but would prevent any one but priests from 
entering the temple. Part of them formed a 
guard from corner to corner in front of the 
temple. They were allowed to carry King 
David’s spears and shields as weapons. (1) 

The plan worked well. Every man did 
his part. The people gathered in the tem- 
ple court behind the guard. Everybody 
watched the temple porch. They saw Je- 
hoiada the priest lead the boy Joash toward 
the front of the porch where all could see, 
The secret was told, and Joash was crowned 
king. How surprised and pleased the peo- 
ple were! They clapped and shouted God 
save the king. 

Queen Athaliah heard the shouts of re- 
joicing and the blowing of trumpets. She 
hurried to the temple, and wouldn’t believe 
that Joash was a prince who had been saved. 
She shouted, Treason. 

Jehoiada commanded the guard to arrest 
her and take her away, for she never had 
any right to be queen. ‘They led her away 
through the horse gate. ‘They led Joash, the 
boy king, through another gate to the palace, 
and put him on the king’s throne. He was 
only seven years old when he became king, 


God had a great work fer Joash todo. We 
will talk about it next Sunday. 
Lesson LExpression.— Draw the temple 


porch, and a line for Joash, and a crown be- 
side him, This story may be reproduced in 
action by the children, 
CHICAGO. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


ERHAPS the saddest feature in connec: 
tion with one of last summer’s floods 
was the desolateness of a family of chil- 

dren. ‘Their parents lost their lives in the 
flood, ‘heir home was swept away. All 
their earthly possessions vanished. Poor 
little tots, how helpless they were, with noth- 
ing to eat and nowheretogo. Our hearts go 
out in sympathy for them and we ask, ** Could 
anything be more pitiful?’’? Infinitely 
sadder would it have been had their  grand- 
mother wilfully entered their home and in 
cold blood murdered the parents, uncles, 
aunts, and intended to slay all of her grand- 
children. That is what a grandmother, 
Athaliah, did. But she missed a wee baby 
boy. 

It doubtless would be unwise to burden the 
girls with much of the historical detail from 
which our lessons are taken, But be sure they 
keep in mind the leading kings and events. 
Some simple outline of the kings of whom 
we have been studying will help keep people 
and facts clear. If the outline described in 
the review lesson has been used add the 
names of the kings we have studied, —Israel’s 
kings on the upper line and Judah’s on the 
lower. Our last lessons have centered about 


Elijah and Elisha, who were prophets of 
Israel during the reigns of Ahab and Jehoram. 
We concerned to-day with Judah. (4) 

We recall that Asa, under God, brought 
about a great revival. 


Idols were thrown 








down. 


Worship of God was re-established. 
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Following his reign the people turned again 
to their idols. Lawlessness and desecration 
continued until in to-day’s study Judah has 
reached perhaps her blackest aud bloodiest 
period. ‘This is not only a black page in 
Judah’s history, but one of the blackest pages 
in all history. 

King Ahaziah reis ned only one year over 
Judah, but constan ty dealt wickedly. After 
King Ahaziah’s death his mother, Athaliah, 
daughter of Israel’s King Ahab and the 
wicked Jezebel (2 Kings 8 : 18), resolved that 
none of King Ahazith’s children should reign 
in his stead, To do this she destroyed, as 
she thought, all of the seed royal of the 
house of Judah. In other words, she mur- 
dered all of her own grandchildren, as she 
supposed, in order that she might herself 
usurp the throne. Can one imagine that a 
queen who would commit such atrocious 
crimes in order to be in authority would reign 
with justice over a people? (2) 

What motive should prompt people to seek 
first place? All will agree that ambition is 
right, No boy or girl amounts to much who 
does not have it. When does ambition cross 
the line and become wrong? Gétthe opinion 
of the girls. Athaliah proves that the covet- 
ing of right ends in wrong ways hardens the 
heart beyond all feeling, even toward one’s 
own family and makes of a woman a demon, 
Could a sadder word picture be given of any 
woman than these words, ‘‘For his mother 
was his counsellor to do wickedly ’’ (2 Chron, 
22:3)? Itis said that there is no power on 
earth for right greater than a godly woman 
and no power for evil so great as an evil 
woman. (3) 

It was Athaliah’s intention to slay all of 
her household, which would have extermin- 
ated the line of David. Athaliah failed to re- 
member God’s promise to David (8: 19) and 
to reckon vpon God’s omnipotence. No 
human cunning or power can thwart God’s 
purpose or make nulla promise. So God 
raised up Jehoiada the priest and his wife 
Jehosheba, uncle and aunt of the little orphan, 
to care for little Joash, then a baby about a 
year old. 

In Palestine, instead of*having beds as we 
do they throw mattresses and blankets upon 
the floor, During the day this bedding is 
packed away in some out of the way store- 
room or niche in the wall provided for them, 

t was in this place that little Joash, attended 
by his nurse, was kept secluded. Hard as 
life may have seemed to the little fellow it 
proved to be a blessing in disguise, For 
these six years Joash lived in the best envir- 
onment, under the influence and teaching of 
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he must climb out of (Isa. 41:10; Phil, 
4:19). 

God waits to place the crown of sonship 
upon every boy and girl (John 1:12). He 
longs to pilot their lives through the surround- 
ing peril which is ever more fearful than that 
laid for Joash (1 Pet. §:8). Every boy, girl, 
man or woman who will receive the Word of 
God into their hands and Christ Jesus into 
their hearts, God will lead into a royal king- 
dom of usefulness and joy. Who will let 
God crown her queen to-day? 


Next Week’s Lesson 

Read 2 Kings 12 and 2 Chron. 24 : 1-14. 

Why was the temple in need of repair? 

Who contributed to the repair of the tem- 
ple? 

Why do many people give reluctantly to 
the church ? 

What part can and ought girls have in give 
ing? 

What ought to determine the amount peo- 
ple give to God? 

Los ANGELES, CAL. 

a4 
Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


Y, but iast Sunday’s lesson was a tane 
gle of kings, queen, kingdoms, hus- 
bands, wives, and children. We 

never could have made head or tail of it if it 
hadn’t been that our class had a meeting at 
teacher’s house Friday night. There we had 
a chance to sort of straighten out the tangle 
all ready for Sunday. (1) F 

When we got to his house Mr, Mason had 
a lot of Bibles and other books on the table, 
same as he always does; ready for us to go 
to work on our home questions. He ex- 
plained that after a good many weeks of 
studying about happenings in the Northern 
kingdom, Israel, we now turn again to 
thé Southern kingdom, Judah. He said 
Second Chronicles tells especially about tha 
Southern kingdom, while the books of Kings 
tell of both kingdoms, and we ought to study 
the accounts of this lesson in both Kings and 
Chronicles, 

So each fellow took his home question slip 
and began reading, first in the Bible, then in 
the Bible Dictionary or the quarterly, to find 
the answer, writing down whatever he wanted 
to tell Sunday. 

But I had a harder job than that, to make 
a chart of all the kings. so far. Mr. Mason 
helped me or I never could haye done it. 





his Aunt Jehosheba and Uncle Jehoida the 
priest. He was sheltered within the temple 
and by the people of God. It’s just like our 
Heavenly Father to take the ills of life, even 
the evil deeds of others, and turn them into 
good for us! (4) 

A child had infantile paralysis, As she 
srew to girlhood her heart became bitter 
toward God because she was unable to do 
what other girls could do, A little later she 
accepted Christ as her Saviour and her Life.. 
To-day she thanks God with sincerest grati- 
tude for her affliction. For she feels it alone 
kept her from using her beautiful voice upon 
the stage. She praises God for something 
better. She is glorifying God with her voice 
and spending her magnificent grace and per- 
sonality in teaching his Word, Have you 
some great disappointment, some unsur- 
mountable obstacle, in your life? Don’t be 
downhearted, but in it all praise God (1 Thess, 
5:18; Phil. 4 : 6), being confident that he 
will cause all things to work together for your 
best good (Rom, 8 : 28). (5) 

The people welcomed a change in rulers. 
Six years under the authority of wicked 
Athaliah was doubtless quite enough. Ob- 
serve how well laid were Jehoiada’s plans. 
He must have been a godly man to have 
claimed the obedience and respect of the peo- 
ple as he did. At just the right moment the 
young boy king ofseven years was brought to 
the throne. The crown was placed upon his 
head; the testimony, the Mosaic law, was 
placed in his hands, meaning that he was to 
study it for his own sake and thus be able to 
lead his people in the fear and knowledge of 
God. How did Queen Athaliah learn of the 
coronation? What was her attitude? What 
was her end? 

This lesson teaches that no one need be 
held back by heredity. For if ever any one 
had an unfortunate ancestry, it was Joash. 
History records few worse characters than 
were his grandparents and great grandpar- 
ents. Every one who cares to climb, with 





God to lift him, can climb no matter what 





He gave me a long sheet of thick wrapping 
paper that he got off of a big roll down at 
Root’s store, and a big wax.checking pencil, 
| He had a chart there made by Prof. Willis 
J.. Beecher, that he cut out of ‘The Sunday 
School Times a while back (issue of July 31). 
So from that we got upa list that would make 
it plain tothe boys how those old kings came 
along. It took me all the evening to do it, 
but teacher said when we complete it at the 
end of the year it will he a valuable chart to 
keep for reference, and he’s going to paste it 
on cloth and mount it on a curtain roller. (2) 

When Sunday morning came teacher 
began by asking what baby’s life was saved 
by being hid in a basket. Of course we all 
hollered Moses.. Then he said to-day’s les- 
son was about another baby, who was saved 
by being hid in a storeroom. The little tel- 
low’s name was Joash. 

Before we went any further teacher had 
me unroll my chart and pin it upon the 








wall. This is the way it looks: (3) 
1100 B.C. SAUL 
DAVID 
1000 B.C. SOLOMON 
JUDAH | ISRAEL 
ReHoBO0Am JEROBOAM 
ABIJAM Navas 
Asa | BaasHa 
| ELaw 
ZimRi 
Omri 
Anas 
JEHOSHAPHAT | 
900 B.C. JEHORAM pictues 
AHAZIAH JEHORAM 
ATHALIAH JEHU 
| JOASH | 
| 











Of course that doesn’t show how long each 
was king, but it gives the right order and 
who were kings atthe same time. Mr. 
Mason pointed out about the division of the 
kingdom, Asa’s long good reign that we 
studied about last August, and Ahab, who 
was king of Israel when Elijah was the 








FOR LOST APPETITE 


When the appetite is impaired, it 
indicates a weak condition, caused 
by lack of phosphates. Supply 
this lack, then appetite will assert 
itself with the returning vitality. 
To accomplish this, take 


HORSFORD’S 
Acid Phosphate 


(Non-Alcoholic) 


a Keep a bottle in your home ry 


prophet. ‘Then we were ready for the home 
que-tions that would bring out the story, 
Fatty told how King Jehoram of Judah 








had married Athaliah, daughter of Ahab and | 


Jezebel, of Israel. He ought not to have 
done it, for she was a heathen and made 
him worship idols, They had a son named 
Ahaziah, who became king when his father 
Jehoram died. So Athaliah was daughter of 
one king, wife ot another, and mother, after 
a while, of a third; and the whole bunch 
was bad. (4) 

Fied went on telling how Athaliah, being 
King Ahaziah’s mother, was the real power 
behind the throne in Judah, and built up 
Baal worship just as her mother Jezebel 
had done in Israel. But Ahaziah was killed 
when he had reigned only one year, and if 
one of his sons should be crowned Athaliah 
would be only grandmother to the new king 
and so would lose her grip on things. ‘To 
prevent this she ordered all her grandchil- 
dren killed. Then she became queen her- 
self. 

Carl told about Jehosheba. She was a 
daughter of King Jehoram, probably by some 
other wife than Athaliah, so she was half- 
sister to King Ahaziah and aunt to his chil- 
dren... She married Jehoiada. the high 
priest...(§) 

The best story was the one Bulldog had 
about this aunt hiding littie Joash in the 
clothes-closet. The quarterly said that’s 
what it really was—a room where they piled 
the bed-clothes during the day. When 
Athaliah’s soldiers came to kill all the king’s 
family, Joash was a baby only one year old. 
Aunt Jehosheba grabbed him and his nurse 
and hid them in the bedding till the danger 
was over. Then she raised him secretly in 
her rooms at the temple. (6) 

Bumps didn’t have much to tell about 
Jehoiada, only that he was high priest and 
husband of Jehosheba. But Bert said he 
must have been a brave man, for he helped 
hide the boy who ought to have been king, 
and when Joash was seven years old Jehoi- 
ada got up a revolt, crowned Joash, and had 
Athaliah killed. 

The lesson picture was taken looking down 
on to the temple area where this took place.1 
The building in the picture stands now 
where the altar used to be and where Joash 
was crowned. 

Bert told how the guard stood all around 
and shouted when the priest put the crown 
on the boy’s head. They were all glad to 
have a descendant of David for their ruler 
again, instead of wicked old Jezebel’s heathen 
daughter. Jehoiada had taught Joash about 
the Lord, and they soon had all that Baal 
business stopped. ‘Then God blessed them 
again. 

Mr. Mason says this was God’s way of 
carrying out his promise that the line of 
David should continue on the throne, and 
all the Jezebels and Athaliahs couldn’t stop 
it. He believes God is certainly going to 
carry out his plans for our country too, in 
spite of all kinds of evil. He says God has 
us boys in training now to help do it, just as 
Joash was, and when the time comes he will 
crown us with power and victory in whatever 
battle he puts us. 

Home questions on next lesson are : 


Review briefly how Joash came to be king. 

Wiat is meant by the breaches of the 
house ? 

How had the temple come to be in such a 
condition ? . 


1See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” 
this issue. 
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How was the. temple service.to be sup- 
ported ? , 

What, was Joash’s first plan for raising a 
repair fund ? 

What was the second plan for raising a 
repair fund ? 

Why did the second plan work better tLan 
the first? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 


Lesson Truths. 
God's promises cannot be broken. 
God needs the boys of to-day to carry out his 
plans for to-morrow. 
Beginning. 
What baby was saved by being hid in a 
basket ? 
To-day's lesson is about a baby saved by 
being hid in a storeroom. 
Review of the kings by a chart, 
A Wicked Queen's Plot. 
Who was Athaliah ? 
What wicked plot did she attempt? 
The Plot Foiled. 
Who was Jehosheba? 
How did she save the baby Joash ? 
Who was Jehoiada? 
How did he overthrow Athaliah’s plot? 
Show picture. : 
What divine promise did this carry out? 
What part in God's plans can boys to-day 
have ? 
TERRE Haute, IND. 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


336. What man took refuge in a tabernacle 
but lost his life, and what man refused 
to take refuge in a temple and saved 
his lite ? 





337. When did a shameful practical joke in- | 


volve three nations in a bloody war and 
cause the destruction of one of them 
and the slavery of another? 


338. What soldier on a furlough refused to 
sleep in his own house while the ark 
of God was in the field? 

339. Who heard an unexpected, doom pro- 
nounced ‘against him, that the sword 
should never pass from his house be- 
cause he had shed innocent blood ? 

340. What three prophets rebuked kings, 
and why? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


331. Zechariah (Zech. 1 : 8). 
332. Saul (1 Sam. 20 : 33). 
333- Miriam and Aaron disapproved of 


Moses’ marriage to an Ethiopian 
woman, and Miriam was stricken with 
leprosy for speaking against Moses on 
on this account (Num, 12 : 1-8, 10). 

334. The rebuilding of Jerusalem by Nehe- 
miah (Neh. 1: 11; 2:5), 

335. Nehemiah stood there to view the 
broken walls of Jerusalem (Neh 2: 
13). 
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Digging for Gum 


By Rebecca Deming Moore 


i OW would you like to watch the 
gum diggers at work?’’ Uncle 
Jim asked Katharine and Hal o te 

morning at breakfast. 

** Diggers,’’ exclained Katharine incred- 
ulously. ‘* Now don’t tell me that gum 
comes out of the ground here in. New Zea- 
land. You'll be saying next that diamonds 
grow on trees,’’ 

‘* Whatever you may do in America, we 
dig our gum out of the ground here,’’ Uncle 
Jim returned, smiling, “ and if you don’t be- 
lieve me, Miss United States, I'll prove it to 
you. But it isn’t chewing gum, you know.” 

**T was wondering why there is so much 
in the papers about gum,’’ Hal put in. They 
are-always mentioning guin brokers, and: the 
gum market. ‘ E thought they wouldn’t make 


so much fuss about: cllewing gum, unless it 
was just another one of the things that go 
topsy turvy in this country.”’ 
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‘* We don’t chew this gum, but we make | 


varnish of it instead, which is much more | 


sensible, eh?’’ Uncle Jim wenton, ‘* And 
it helps buy bread and butter for a great 
many people, I have an interest in a gum 
tract myself and that gives me a good excuse 
to take you young folks for a trip up north 
and show you how we go gum digging here. 
Can you be ready to start to-morrow morn- 
ing??? 

Indeed they could. Katharine and Hal 
were ready for anything that their uncle 
planned foy them, for they found each ad- 
verture in this land of surprises which they 
were visiting more interesting than the last. 

This was the longest trip they had taken, 
but there was always too much to see and 
hear in New Zealand to think of grow- 
ing tired. As soon as they arrived in Auck- 
land City, it was evident that they were in 
the center of the gum district. 
the shop windows there were great lumps of 
gum from a pale yellow color to reddish 
brown or black. In one street in particular, 
nearly every merchant sold gum. 

On the way to the place where the gum 
diggers were at work, Uncle Jim had to ad- 
mit that even New Zealand gum came from 
a tree in the first place, and he pointed out 
the forests of kauri trees which yield the gum. 
There were huge trees, some of them real 
giants. Even the smallest gray trunk was as 
thick through as Katharine was tall, and 
many of them three times as thick. 

‘* Kauri trees have been found with a di- 
ameter of twenty-four feet, the stump large 
enough to fill the sitting-room at home,”’ 
Uncle Jim told them. 

Katharine thought them rather squatty 
trees, not tall enough for their stout trunks, 
but Uncle Jim said that they were actually 
eighty or a hundred feet high. 

‘* The gum really isn’t gum at all,’’ he ex- 
plained, ‘‘but a resinous substance which 
exudes from the trees and hardens into 
brittle lumps, which fall to the ground.’’ 

** I don’t see why they have to dig for it,” 
Katharine interrupted. ‘*I should think 
they would just pick it up.”’ 

‘*When they first began to realize that 
kauri gum was useful it was easy enough to 
get it from the surface. Then the supply 


| gave out, and they discovered that there was 


more of it beneath the ground, sometimes 
three or four layers.”’ 

**I don’t see how it got down so deep in 
the earth,’’ Hal said. 

Uncle Jim was in the midst of explaining 
how the gum had fallen from forests that had 
existed ages ago, when they found they had 
reached thee gum diggers. There were 
twenty or thirty men and a few children, 
Some of the men were feeling along the 
ground with long, pointed sticks very much 
in the same way Katharine and Hal had 
seen men spearing up papers in the parks at 
home. When any one located a lump of 
gum under the surface, he called to one of 
the boys, who brought him a spade. Then 
he dug down until the gum was unearthed. 

Hal talked with one of the boys, who told 
him that his father earned about twenty-five 
dollars a week ina good gum district like this 
one. He had heard of a man who made two 
hundred and fifty dollars in six weeks. He 
told him that in-the summer time his family 
lived in the swamps and in the winter on the 
hills, and that in some places the gum was so 
deep in the ground that they had to drill fou 
it as in an actual mine. 

‘-If you and your sister will come here 
to-morrow morning,’’ he said, ‘* you can see 
how we scrape the gum and get it ready for 
market.’”’ 

Uncle Jim brought them out the next 
morning and they watched the men and 
many of the women at the work of freeing 
the gum from the mud and earth. There 
were sorters, too, who were dividing it into 
different lots, according to the size of the 





In many of | 





lumps or the length of time that they had | 
been imbedded in the ground. Some of the | 


lumps were no bigger than pebbles, and 
others weighed as much as a person. There 
were many, many different grades and the 
workmen told them that each grade had its 
Special price. ‘The most valuable pieces 
were very nearly transparent and were often 
used as a substitute for amber. 

Katharine and Hal were sorry enough to 
say good-bye to the kauri forest and its gum 
diggers when their uncle had completed his 
business, 

‘*Whenever your mother buys new lin- 
oleum, you can think of them again,’’ Uncle 
Jim assured them, ‘‘for kauri gum is used 
in manufacturing it.’’ 
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‘¢ Yes,’* he went on, ‘‘ you people over in 
the United States are our best customers, 
If you can think in such big numbers as 
millions, remember that every year we sell 
two million five hundred thousand dollar’s 
worth of these brittle lumps, and you in the 
United Satates buy most of it.’’ 

‘* 1’ll never be able to remember so many 
dollars,’? Katharine declared, ‘‘ but I know 
I’ll never forget how we saw men gumming 
with pick and shovel.”” 

New York City. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 











HAT has been your greatest difficulty 
in the way of holding Family Wor- 
ship daily in your home? 

What do you find is the commonest excuse 
given by other people for their failure to have 
daily Family Worship in their home ? 

What do you believe is the mos/ serious 
obstacle in the way of daily Family Worship 
in the majority of Christian homes to-day? 

What other questions, problems, difficul- 
ties in the way of Family Worship do you 
know ot that you would like to see frankly 
discussed in this department? 

Mr. Kemp will be glad to consider brief 
letters from readers of the ‘limes on such 
questions as the above, discussing them in 
this column when they are of general inter- 
est. Please write him freely, addressing him 


| at the Calvary Baptist Church, 123 West 


57th Street, New York City, 





October 25 to 31 


| Mon.—1 King’s 11 : 1-12. 


The Boy Joash Crowned King. 

Joash was but an infant when rescued by 
his brave aunt and hidden away in a store- 
room of the temple. Upon the preservation 
of that young life the promises of God to his 
people seemed to depend for their fulfilment. 
The ¢* testimony ”’ or ** the Book of the Law”’ 


| put into his hands would tell him that he 


himself must be subject to the true King of 
Judah. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Zhe lessons this 
week are mainly about boys. Let us con- 
centrate our pravers for the boys and youths 
of the land. Pray for the Boy Scout move- 
ment, the Boys’ Brigade, and classes for 
boys in our Sunday-schools, Also for the 
educational institutions for the mountain 
boys of the South. Pray for the boys of jot 
own circle that their lives may be kept pure 
and sweet. 


Tues. ~2 King’s 11 : 13-20. Worship Reformed. 
When the wretched woman Athaliah was 
overthrown then the worship of Jehovah was 
established. Such a recognition of him as 
Lord means the putting away of everything 
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contrary to his holy will. So must it be in 
our homes, hearts, and lives. Only lives 
made pure by the Spirit’s indweiling can 
possibly please God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: How strange that 
so few genuinely believe in child conversion. 
Pray that our churches may labor for this, 
and that our Sunday-school teachers may 
make it their one aim. Pray for all the 
readers of The Sunday School Times and 
for those who compose the staff of writers, 
that all may be filled with the Holy Spirit 
and kept in Christ's love. 

Wed.—Exodus 2: 1-10. The Boy Moses. 

What folly to fight against God’s purposes. 
Pharaoh thought by destroying all the male 
children he would put to an end a people 
whom he judged would rise against him, and 
yet his own palace is made the home of the 
babe who will be God’s. instrument for 
Egypt’s overthrow. O Lord, how wonder- 
ful are thy counsels. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: How we should 
praise God for his wonderful care over us 
in our infancy. Thank God for kind, lov- 
ing, and tender parents, and pray to be made 
worthy of their love. Pray for all children’s 
nurses, governesses, and guardians, that they 
themselves may be saved and be able to guide 
the young ones to Christ during the most 
impressionable years of life. 

Thurs.—1 Sam. 3: 1-14. The Boy Samuel. 

‘*Samuel did not yet know the Lord.’’ 
He may have known some truth about the 
Lord, but he had no personal manifestation 
of him. Thus it is with many professing 
Christians to-day. They have a superficial 
familiarity with their Bible ; they are church- 
members; they perform good deeds, but the 
knowledge of God they have not, ‘‘ This is 
life eternal, that they should know thee the 
only true God.’’ Do Z know him? 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the chil- 
dren of foreign missionaries. Many of these 
because of climatic conditions are separated 
Jrom their parents and are dependent upon 
comparative strangers for their upbringing. 
Remember the mission schools of the Orient 
and the boys of China, Korea, and Japan. 
The salvation of the boys of these lands 
would goa long way toward the salvation of 
the nations. 

Fri.—Prov. 4: 10-27. Advice to Boys. 

Two paths are plainly outlined : ‘‘ the way 
of wisdom’? and ‘‘ the way of the wicked.”’ 
If a boy chooses the way of wisdom he will 
walk in the path of growing glory. If his 
choice be the way of darkness he will walk 
in sin, ignorance, and sorrow. Blessed are 
they who in the morning of life begin to 
walk in wisdom’s way, which is Christ’s way. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that the 
children may be kept in the path of truth 
and obedience. Seek that the blessing of 
God shall rest upon all who are entrusted 
with the training of the young. Pray for 
schools and schoolmasters, teachers, tutors, 
and instructors. Covet very earnestly your 
companions for Christ. 

Sat.—Luke 2: 22-39. The Child Jesus. 

Simeon’s act in taking the Babe into his 
arms was a most affecting and personal ap- 
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| salvation and all his desire, 








THE S 


| propriation of the new-born Infant as all his 
The act of the 
aged and devout Simeon was one of pure 
faith. It is thus that Christ becomes ours. 
Have we taken him ? 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Do we sufficiently 
think of the Jews when we are engaged in 
prayer? Pray forall Jewish children that 
they may be led to embrace Christ Jesus as 
their Saviour, Pray for all Jewish mission 
Schools and every evangelistic agency at work 
to make Christ known among God’s ancient 
people. 

Sun.—Luke 2: 41-52. The Boy Jesus. 

The youthful questions of Jesus would 
have more in them than the answers of 
rabbinical doctors. In being on, 6 7 
Joseph and Mary he was doing his F Father's s 
will quite as much as when questioning the 
doctors, Our common duties may have 
about them a wonderful halo if done in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for the Luy- 
men’s Missionary Movement which holds 
conventions this week at Denver, Topeka, 
Kansas, and Wichita, Kansas. Ask for 
God's blessing on *' The Woman’s Na- 
tional Sabbath Alliance,”’ and also that a 
healthy conscience may be aroused through- 
out the country on the Sabbath question. 


| Pray for divine help to keep the sabbath day 


and sanctify it, 
NEw YorK CIry. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, October 31, 1915 
Increase and Efficiency: Two Perma- 
nent Christian Endeavor Ideals 
(Eph. 4: 1-16) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 

MON.—First Increase Campaign (Acts 2 
14, 37-41). 

TUES.— Effect a work (Acts 5 : 12-16). 

WED.-— Increase in effort (2 ‘Tim. 4 : 1-5). 

‘THURS. — Learning by doing (John 7: 14-18). 

FRI.—Persistence in well-doing (Heb. 10 : 
35-39). 

SaT.— Efficiency crowned (1 Pet. 5 : 











Why are Increase and Efficiency always 
necessary ? 

How can we improve at the weakest points ? 

Are we doing all that we can do? If not, 
why? 
eso oe consists in two things. 

One is the wise use of existing re- 
sources and capacities. The careful 

‘* efficiency engineer ’’ studies the situation as 
it is, cuts off ali waste, adapts each activity 
to the end sought, and makes sure that the 
ends sought are the right ends. In each of 
us as individuals, and in each, society, there 
is great room for this kind of improvement. 
We are wasting time, we are throwing away 
strength. If we would mark out a program 
of what ought to be done now, and would 
now, without any dreaming or useless repin- 
ing or wishing we were some one else or 
some other society, begin we could double 
the output of our work. 


” 

But efficiency consists also in increasing 
our resources and capacities. In each of us 
and in each organization there are latent 
and undeveloped powers. More can be 
done than it has been thought there was 
power todo. John Lawrence, who became 
Viceroy of India, as a young official went 
out once to save some of his village people 
from a fire. All were brought safely out ex- 
cept one old woman, who would not leave 
her home, but obstinately sat on a great bag 
of grain, which was all her wealth, saying 
that she would rather stay and burn than 
come out and starve. When Lawrence 
could not persuade her,-he walked in and 
picked up the bag and carried it out, the old 
woman following. The next day he went 
back, and to his amazement found that he 
could not lift the bag from the ground. But 
he had lifted it. The power was there all 


the time, and it could be brought forth. 
z ; 
In all of us, and in every society, there 
are these buried energies. 
brought forth, 


They should be 


Christ, who is in his disci- 
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ples, is a fountain of such boundless power, 
and he is also the key which can unlock it 
and set it free. -We should trust him. We 
should say calmly, ** There is nothing that 
ought to be done that is impossible. What- 
ever my duty is, Christ’s power in me is 
equal to,’? 
< 


Wasted energies, friction, useless move- 
ments that accomplish nothing, not only 
mean inefficiency in the first sense, they also 
hinder our seeing and releasing the energies 
whose employment marks efficiency in the 
second sense. Are we now busy with any 
meaningless activities? Are we fretting 
over people or against conditions? Are we, 
as men say, doing our ‘‘best work’’? If 
not, no one is as much to blame as we our- 
selves. God is concerned to have his will 
done through us, and we may be sure is 
giving us greater opportunities than we are 
using, 

< 

Thank God, however, it is not a matter of 
mathematics or mechanical calculation. The 
one complete solution of our life problem is 
just eager, joyful love. 


‘*O Thou, who keep’st the Key of Love, 

Open thy fount, Eternal Dove, 

And 6éverflow this heart of mine, 

Enlarging as it fills with thee, 

‘Till in one blaze of charity 

Care and remorse are lost, like motes in light 
divine ! 

Till, as each moment wafts us higher, — 

By every gush of pure desire, 

And high-breath'd hope of joys above, 

By every secret sigh we heave, 

Whole years of folly we outlive, 

In His unerring sight who measures Life by 
Love.”’ 


< 

‘*He who loves most lives most.’’ 

If the life that is in us is Christ, and that 
life thinks it can, then we can. 

The most efficient of all the prophets 
stated his principle in one stirring sentence, 
‘*He must increase, and I must decrease.”’ 

The maximum of efficiency is offered in 
one great word of Christ (John 14 : 12). 

NEw York CIirTy. 





A Dozen Questions that 
Request Your Answer - 





A Food 


A Tonic 


Children Grown-ups 


For three generations Scott’s 
Emulsion has been recognized 
as the sensible treatment for any 
cold because its rich, blood- 
making nourishment, strengthens 
both throat and lungs while it 
forties the body against the 
rigors of winter. 

Scott’s Emulsion after meals 
means fewer colds, richer blood, 
stronger lungs, better health. 

\ §T IS FREE FROM ALCOKOL, 


BLOOMFIELD 


pgp asin Individual Communion Service 


Latest design trays in 






T & BOWNE 











plated orsterling silver, with 
celluloid lining making them 
noiseless. 


Glass cups, or sterling or 
plated ever cups, plain or 


REED & BARTON, Silversmiths 
Established 1624 
Taunton, Mass. Fifth Ave. and 32d 8t., New York City 
























~ THE BEST WAY 
eee THE USE OF THE IND/V/DUAL 
peeeeeet LOIMUNION SERVICE WAS ine 
SSS CREASEO THE ATTENDANCE AT THE 
40R085 SUPPER (N THOUSANDS 
OF LHURTHES 1T WiLL OO SOFOA 
YOUR CHUREH SEND FOR Lue 
TRMATEQ PRILE 4/57 
PebiVipua COMMUNION SERVICE CO. 
1701-1703 Chestnut Street 

Address Dept. B Philacelphis 








ing a private school or academy for children 
or young people whom you hnow? (1) As 
a parent, (2) as an adviser. 
11. Do you carry life insurance? Do you 
believe in the principle o: life insurance ? 
12. How can ‘The Sunday School Times 
be made more useful and interesting to you? 


Your name will not be used in connection 
with any answers given to these questions. 





URING the summer The Sunday Schoo} 

D Times asked its readers to send an- 

swers to a list of twelve questions, 

Over a thousand readers who caw these ques- 

tions have sent in their answers and have 

thus made a large contribution to the paper. 

The hearty response encourages the reprint- 

ing of the questions so that the first thousand 
may be largely increased, 

If your answers have not yet been mailed, 
please take a sheet of paper mow, answer 
the questions, and mail that sheet to Specia/ 
Investigation Editor of ‘The Sunday School 
‘limes, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Don’t write out or repeat the questions ; 
simply number your answers according to 
the numbers here attached to the questions. 

You will be helping to make The Sunday 
School Times a better paper by doing this. 
It is your paper if you are now a subscriber. 
Will you he!p us to improve your property ? 
Thank you! 


1. About how long have you been a sub- 
scriber to The Sunday School Times? 

2. What periodicals do you take—religious 
and secular’? Where among these in order 
of importance do you place The Sunday 
School Times ? 

3. By how many men, and by how many 
women, is your copy of The Sunday School 
Times read? 

4. What features of The Sunday School 
Times appeal most to you, and have led you 
to take the paper? 

5. What lesson articles in the Times do 
you like best ? 

6. Are you or members of your household 
interested in. raising flowers, in gardening, 
or in farming? 

7. What is your business, profession, or 
daily occupation ? 

8. Do you travel any (1) for business, (2) 
for pleasure, (3) in this country, (4) abroad ? 

9. Is there an automobile owned by any 
one in your home or family? 

10. Have you anything to do with choos- 











Please Do 
What You Can 
to Help Your 
Club Organizer 


by handing in the re- 
newal of your subscrip- 
tion early. 


And while you are 
about it, why not get 
one of your friends to 
join the club? You 
may know some one 
not known to the club 
organizer who should 
be a subscriber to The 
Sunday School Times. 


If you would like speci- 
men copies to hand to 
any one, you may have 
them, free, upon re- 
quest. Please ask ! 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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He Wasn't Too Busy 
To Speak Out for 


Ghe Sunday School Gines 




















T HAPPENED in the office of John Wanamaker. One of 

tlie workers of The Sunday School Times was engaged in 
conversation with Mr. Wanamaker when the subject of 
Sunday-school work was under discussion. Suddenly Mr. 
Wanamaker exclaimed : ‘‘If the people of this country really had 
the Sunday-school idea, Zhe Sunday School Times would have a 
million circulation /’ 











A big statement? Well, it was made by a big man, and one 
who thoroughly understands the Sunday-schoot and the problems 
which it has to face constantly, 


Mr. Wanamaker explained that by ‘* the Sunday-school idea’’ 
he meant utter devotion to the work of the Sunday-school, at 
veal personal sacrifice. 


A large number of teachers all over this and other lands do 
have that idea, and they put it into practise. They often write 
the editors of The Sunday School Times ‘to tell them what a real 
factor the paper has been in their work. These letters bring en- 
couragement, but it is for the great army of new teachers and 
other workers who join the Sunday-school ranks every year, many 
of whom do not yet know The Sunday School Times, that we send 
specimen copies of the paper to the superintendents of thousands 
of schools in the confident hope of enlisting their hearty, co- 
operation in introducing the paper to their teachers. 


Our 1916 Announcement Folder ought to grip you with a vision 
of the possibilities for growth and development. in your Sunday- 
school, with the help of The Sunday School Times, if your teachers 
respond to ‘the Sunday-school idea’’ as defined by Mr. Wanamaker, 


May we count on your co-operation in making this possible? 
Just a post card request will bring copies of the Announcement, and 
enough free specimen copies of The Sunday School Times itself 
to supply all your teachers with’ a copy. Write fo-day to 


The Sunday School Times Com pany 
Philadelphia 


1031 Walnut Street - ° ° ° - ‘ ‘ 
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[ Books That Are Worth Knowing | 





The Psalms of Israel (By Melancthon 
Woolsey Stryker, D.D., LL.D.).—Julian in 
his ‘* Dictionary of Hymnology ’’ enumerates 
368 entire or partial renderings of the book 
of Psalms into English verse, and of these 
nearly 200 belong to the nineteenth century. 
Dr. Stryker, already known as author and 
translator in the field of hymnology, has 
added another to the list, the first possibly 
of the twentieth century, ‘in Rhymed Eng- 
lish Metre.’’ It is composed in a great 
variety of metres, resembling in this the 
early French and Scotch psalters rather than 
most of the later, Whether he regards his 
version as capable of congregational use is 
not indicated. (Published by the author, 
Clinton, New York, $3.) 


A Knight of the Cross: An allegory 


of to-day. Founded on 440 passages 
Scripture (By Lawrence B. Saint), — Mr. 
Saint has created a knight who fares forth 
on the journey through our world of to-day, 
our problems, our temptations, and our vic- 
tories through Christ. His book is indeed 
the narrative of a ‘‘pilgrim’s progress,’’ but 
that progress is made in the midst of the 
hindrances and encouragements of our own 
day. The illustrations in the book are re- 
markable for their beautiful color effects. 
‘Their perfect adaptation to the text arises 
from the fact that Mr. Saint is a notable de- 
signer of church art in pictured windows, 
where fine sentiment and rich coloring join 
in their message. The book hasa real place 
amorg the inspiring and warning allegories 
of the Christian life. (George W. Jacobs 
and Company, $1.50 net.) 


The Religio - Medical Masquerade 
(By Frederick W, Peabody, LL. B.)—Chris- 
tian Science is not occupying so prominent a 
place in the public attention as it did before 
the death of its founder. Mr. F. W. Pea- 
body, of the Boston Bar, published ‘*The 
Religio- Medical Masquerade ’’ in 1910, while 
Mrs. Eddy was still living, and he now re- 
issues it unaltered. It may be described as 
the legal attack upon the career and teach- 
ings of that remarkable woman, while others 
have approached the subject from the re- 
ligious, the philosophical, or the medical 
side. Mr. Peabody was employed in the 
prosecution of Mrs, Eddy for slander, and in 
the defense of The Arena against Mrs. Eddy. 
| In this way he not only became interested in 
the story, but acquired information and came 
to possess documents that others have not 
had. 
cially on the financial side, and challenges 
the reports of Mrs, Eddy’s gifts, even to the 
Scientist Church, as apocryphal. (Revell, $1.) 


Dwight L. Moody: The Discoverer of 
Men and the Maker of Movements (By the 
Rev. John McDowell).—Dwight L. Moody 
stands out distinct among modern men, and 
perhaps more than any one else has influ- 
enced the later religious life of America and 
England. Four times over the reviewer was 
thrown into personal contact with him. 
First when as a student he saw him and 
studied him in the Farwell Tabernacle in 
Chicago, and marveled at his power. Once 
again when he met him as one of a group of 





the after meetings in which Moody was a 
master, Yet again, when in old Wilming- 
| ton, Delaware, he set a reluctant company 
| of us to work in the inquiry meeting, Bible 
j in hand, the seeker at our side. Once more, 
| when he was heard in friendly colloquy with 
Dr. A. J. Gordon on the platform at North- 
field. In every case he loomed large and 
massive and commanding. Mr. McDowell 
has written his brochure with a free hand, 
but with a heart evidently enthralled from 
intimate association, and he has given us a 
book terse and strong and discriminating. 
(Revell, 25 cents net.) 


The Growth of the Christian Church 
|(By Robert Hastings Nichols).—The Pres- 
| byterian Board responds to the popular in- 
| terest in church history’ in publishing Mr. 
| R. H. Nichols’ ** The Growth of the Chris- 
| tian Church.’’ It is written with clearness, 
simplicity, and dignity, so as to meet the 
average reader’s need, without either conde- 
scension or obscurity. It also is written in 





| 


own measuring rod to the men and ideas of 
past and remote ages. The account of the 
Middle Ages, for instance, is very different 
from that which was usual in America before 
Dr. Schaff was called a Romaniser for as- 
serting that there were other good things in 
that time besides the Waldenses and the 
Hussites, Naturally the book is not based 
on original research, but on the results 
reached by other scholars, Generally the 
selection of authorities is good. But some 
of the judgments quoted from Dr. Workmas 
strike us as too sweeping ; and Dr. Lind- 
say, although enjoying a very high reputa- 
tion in Scotland as a writer on the Reforma- 
tion, is sometimesinaccurate. A much closer 
chronological order in the arrangement 





of the Christian life applied to the World | 
of | 


. } 
He puts his case very strongly, espe- | 


ministers, to sit at his feet in the study of | 


| would be an improvement. In_ several 
| places, as in the account of Luther’s early 
development, this would have cast much 
light on the subject. Of course a large 
space is given to America, and also to Pres- 
byterianism, in the last part of the book. 
(The Westminster Press, two volumes, $2 
set.) 


The Bible and the Anglo-Saxon 
People (By William Canton).—The Secre- 
tary of the British and Fordeign Bible Soci- 
ety, as the readers of ‘*W. V. Her Book”? 
know, is a writer of fine literary powers, and 
these he has consecrated to a great service. 
His latest book is a religious history of Eng- 
land, with the English Bible as the uniting 
thread of the story. It begins with the 
Anglo-Saxon translators of the Scriptures, 
the metrical versions made by Czdmon at 
Whitby opening the series. The Lollard 
versions by Wycliffe, Purvey, and others 
come next in order, and then the great 
Reformation Series opens with Tyndall and 
closes with the ‘* Authorized Version ’’ in 
1611. Mr, Canton makes no concealment 
of his Protestant and even his Puritan sym- 
pathies, But he tries to be fair to those with 
whom he differs. The character of his work 
is popular throughout, He selects with un- 
usual skill the matters which can be brought 
into the fullest light, and which readers gen- 
erally will care to know about. Tle gives 
plentiful illustrations from the text of the 
translations, and the story is supplemented 
by a free use of pictures of places and edi- 
fices. And at the close he gives an account 
of the translations into other languages than 
English for residents of the British Islands, 
Of these the most notable is that made into 
Irish under the auspices of the good Bishop 
Bedell. It is surprising to be told that Arch- 
bishop Ussher objected strongly to this ver- 
sion, for Dr, Ussher was himself interested 
in Irish literature, and made collections of 
old Irish manuscripts, some cf which lie in 
the basement of Trinity College, Dublin, un- 
opened since his death. (Dutton, $2 net.) 


The Bible for Children and The Young 
People’s Bible (By H. Thiselton Mark, 
D. Litt., B. Sc.).—In the last few years a 
number of good books have been used em- 
bodying the stories contained within the 
Scriptures, sometimes brought out in para- 
phrase or other form of retelling, and some- 
times in the words of the Book. Dr. This- 
elton Mark, in these volumes for children 
| and for young people, has included a con- 
| siderable portion of the story element of the 
| Old and the New Testament that would ap- 
| peal, as in the first volume, to the younger 
| children, and in the other to the young peo- 

ple. It is encouraging to note that his con- 
| fidence in the child-mind is such as to lead 
him to include much that a lesser man might 
have believed to be beyond the range of the 
child’s interest. Notably is this true with 
regard to certain episodes in the missionary 
labors of Paul, and certain of the passages 
in the book of Revelation. There are nu- 
merous illustrations of a simple character, 
including some familiar pictures, that a child 
would do well to know ; and there are occa’ 
sional notes and well-arranged headings that 
help to a better understanding of the text. 

In The Young People’s Bible (two vol- 
umes) is a group of stories that Dr. Mark 
tells us were intended to be read after those 
in The Bible for Children, and are chosen 
for boys and girls in the early adolescent 
years, and for those somewhat older. His 
design in these two volumes for young pco- 
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If Your Baby is Fretfal 


he probably is not getting 
the right food. See how 
quickly he will change in- 
to a serene, happy baby 
when you give him “Eagle 
Brand.” y 





For 50 years wise and 
careful mothers have 
brought their babies 
up on_ pure, safe 
“Eagle Brand.” Easy 
to prepare. 

Lit 



















ATLANTIC CiTy 


THE LEEOS COMPANY 





ON THE BEACH 


re 
t{Da@ _ 








/n ordering goods, or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the adver- 
tiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement 
in The Sunday School Times. 





are uncommon, His notes are fuller than 
in The Bible for Children, and he gives a 
number of illustrations that lead the reader 
out into the field of Bible history from the 
archeological standpoint. The first volume 
of The Young People’s Bible is devoted to 
the Old Testament, the second to the New 
Testament, and the second volume deals not 
only with story material, but with the teach- 
ings of our Lord and of the apostles, closing 
with the quotation of some particularly mem- 
orable shert passages, (Revell, each 50 
cents net.) 


The Philistines, Their History and 
Their Civilization (By Professor R. A. 
Stewart Macalister, M.A., F.S.A.).—As an 
archeologist Professor Macalister has few 
equals. He is at his best in this book, 
which treats of an obscure subject. Clear- 
ness in results and conclusions is not to be 
expected, but clearness in treatment is; and 
the analysis of the subject and the arrange- 
ment of the materials fulfil this expectation 
well. The discussion of materials by Pro- 
fessor Macalister is a combination of scien- 
tific archeology with speculative criticism, 
It would have been better if he had kept 
more exclusively to the domain and the 
methods of the archeologist. Because he 
has not done so, a strange inequality in the 
valuation of evidence appears. In the first 
Part of the book, while treating of archeo- 
logical evidence outside the Bible, the author 
accepts as valid all serious historical material 
against which no evidence lies; but the mo- 
ment he enters, in the second Part, the 
domain of biblical historical materials, he 
becomes the very wary and speculative critic 
who accepts nothing as trustworthy against 
which he can imagine any objection, even 
though there be no material basis for the 
objection. 

While noting these things, it is yet to be 
said that the book, as a whole, is a very val- 
uable contribution in English to the litera- 
ture of its difficult subject. The concluding 
words show the author’s viewpoint : ‘‘ In the 
struggle (of the Hebrews with the Philistines) 
the Hebrews’ learned the lessons of culture 
which they needed for their own advance- 
ment: and what was more important, they 
learned their own essential unity. The 
pressure of external opposition welded, as 
nothing else could have done, their loosely- 
knitted clans into a nation, ‘This was the 
historic function of the Philistines: they ac- 
complished their task, and then vanished 
with startling suddenness from the stage. 
But the Chosen People were led on from 
Strength to strength, till they too fulfilled 


LESSON FOR OCT. 31 (2 Kings 11 : 1-20) 
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their mission of teaching mankind to look 
forward to a time when the knowledge of 
the Lord should cover the earth as the waters 
cover the sea, ‘Thus the influence of the 
Philistines remains, even if indirectly, a her- 
itage of humanity to the end of time.’’? (Ox- 
ford University Press, $1.20.) 





Ask Marion Lawrance 








N. ¥Y.—I should appreciate a list of Sunday- 


schools that have an average attendance of | 


from 1,500 to 2,000. Can you give me the 
information desired ?—W. R. O. 

HIE easiest way to find this list is to 
consult the Year-Books of the leading 
denominations. I shall name here a 

very few of such schools. ‘There are hun- 
dreds of others: 

The first Methodist, Lancaster, Ohio. 

The First Christian, Canton, Ohio. 

Tabernacle Baptist, Raleigh, N. C. 

The Moody Sunday-school, Chicago. 

The Marion Lawrance Sunday-school, 
Toledo, Ohio. 

The First Methodist, Brazil, Indiana. 

‘The Bushwick Avenue Methodist, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 





‘T}EXAS.— A splendid opportunity has pre- 
sented itself to me to do something for girls 
that will do for them what the Boy Scouts or- 
ganization is doing for bovs. Have you any 
publications about a girls’ brigade, work by 
them, course of study, ete. ?—G. 5. 

HERE are such things as Girls’ Brigades, 
but the thing that will perhaps please 
you most and give the best satisfaction 

is an organization known as the Camp Fire 
Girls. If you will address ‘* Camp Fire Girls, 
461 Fourth Avenue, New York City,’’ ask- 
ing for literature, you will get all the par- 
ticulars. The girls are very fond of this or- 
ganization, and it is doing much good. 

If you would like information regarding 
the Girl Scouts, address ‘* National Head- 
quarters Girl Scouts, Munsey Building, 
Washington, D. C.”’ 





OHIO.—Onr school has adopted the Little’s 
Cross and Crown System for attendance, and 
there seems to be a misunderstanding as to the 
requirements. ‘Ihe school voted for me to 
write you: 

1. What constitutes a valid excuse for being 
absent, and who acts upon such excuses ? 

2. Is credit given a scholar if he attends a 
school elsewhere when absent from his own 
school ?—G. N. D. 

HIS is a matter that is to be determined 
arbitrarily and according to the judg- 
ment of your own workers. Absences 

should not be considered valid unless they 





A Determined Woman 
Finally Found a Food that Helped Her 


‘* When I first read of the remarkable 
effects of Grape-Nuts food, I determined 
to secure some,” says a Mo. woman. 
‘‘At that time there was none kept in 
this town, but my husband ordered 
some from a Chicago traveler. 

‘‘T had been greatly afflicted with 
‘sudden attacks of cramps, nausea, and 
vomiting. Tried all sorts of remedies 
and physicians, but obtained only tem- 
porary relief. As soon asI began to use 
Grape-Nuts the cramps disappeared 
and have never returned. 

** My old attacks of sick stomach were 
a little slower to yield, but by continu- 
ing the food, that trouble has disap- 
peared entirely. I am to-day perfectiy 
well, can eat anything and everything I 
wish, without paying the penalty that I 
used to. We would not keep house with- 
out Grape-Nuts. 

‘*My husband was so delighted with 
the benefits I received that he has been 
recommending Grape-Nuts to his cus- 
tomers and has built up a very large 
trade on the food. He sells it to many 
of the leading physicians of the county, 
who recommend Grape-Nuts very gener- 
ally. There is some satisfaction in us- 
ing areally scientifically prepared food.” 
‘*There’s a Reason.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 





interest. 
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this sort of thing for so long?” 


awful forms. 


Lord had just kept me through it all. 
the stuff that I have had to see. 


boys and girls from falling in. 


versation. 


works. 
cheap and selfish. 


hostile newspaper paragraphs. 


” 


Fighter 


has just gone to his reward. 


readers will thus be afforded a near 


Yours in earnest, 








A Very Personal Word 
About a Friend 


One day, in that small and overcrowded office o. his in down-town 
New York, I was talking with Anthony Comstock about his work. He 
had told me enough to explain all I needed to know about the hellish 
products he had fought all through these forty years. 


‘‘Mrt Comstock,” I exclaimed, ‘‘how have you managed to stand 


Those square shoulders of his straightened a little more. 
on his face where a vile fellow had knifed him was not as vivid, I knew, 
was not as hard to bear, as the life-long contact with sin in its most 


‘* Howard,” he exclaimed, ‘‘I never could have stood it unless the 


thought of myself as a man standing at the mouth of a sewer, saving 
It’s that that has kept me up, and God's 
power alone can explain how I have been able to keep on.” 

I never talked with Comstock without catching that note in his con- 
I never talked with him in that office of his without the 
thought of knowing that I was i the presence of a hero of faith and 
A good deal that I saw on the streets after such a talk seemed 


If you had known Comstock you never would have shared in the 
doubts or contempt of those who got all their impressions of him from 


And as a Christian worker you should know him as he really was, 
for his work has made history in America—perhaps has saved your own 
boy and girl from damage, perhaps saved you. 

It is a good time just now to get and to read ‘‘Anthony Comstock, 
($1.25 net, from ‘The Sunday School Times Co.), Mr. Trum- 
bull’s faithful and heartening book abcut this daring servant of God, who 


I never before have written in this personal way about any book, but 
I do so now in the hope that a large number of ‘The Sunday School Times 


greatly valued,—a personal acquaintance with Anthony Comstock. 


 £ pore Q 


The scar 


I'd give almost anything to forget 
But somehow, you know, I have 


approach to a privilege which I so 
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are for a reason that would keep the pupil 
away from public school, or a man from his 
business: ‘This would mean that a little in- 


| disposition, such as a headache that would 








not keep the scholar away from day-school, 
should not be regarded as an excuse on 
Sunday. hen the bars are let down it is 
hard to get them up again, and it does pay 
to hold to high standards, 

When a scholar is out of the city it is 
usually customary to restore his record in his 
home school, when he brings. back a card 
signed by the superintendent of the Sunday- 
school he has visited, indicating that he has 
been in attendance at that school. 

Requirements that are not set high and 
lived up to are soon considesed of very little 
value, and lose their ‘* pull.’’ 





CALIFORNIA.—Should a teacher who does 
not see definite results in decisions give up 
as a failure P—L. E. F. 

OT necessarily, and yet this condition 
should make a teacher do a great 
deal of thinking and praying, We 

are sure the seed is good, for God says so. 
Let us be equally sure that we sow the seed 
itself and not something about the seed. We 
do not plant corn-husks when we want corn ; 
we plant corn. I fear that too many teach- 
ers are not planting the real seed, but are 
spending the time sowing something else. 
It may be good in itself, such as some de- 
sirable form of social service, helping the 
community, etc. These are fine, but they 
are the product of the Christian life rather 
than the Christian life itself. It is fine to 
give the cup of cold water, but the real 
essence of the Christian life is to want to 
do it. 

The seed, which is the Word of God, is 
good; let us sow that. Let us sow it faith- 
fully and properly, persistently watering it 
with our tears and warming it with our 
prayers. ‘lhe soil may not always be so 
good. It may be preoccupied or hardened 
with the experiences of the world, neverthe- 
less there is some good soil in every heart. 

All I am seeking to say is that the teacher 
who does his very best in the fear of God 


(Continued on next page) 
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OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 
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Under Quaker management ; 1,800 feet above sea 
level; 800 acres ; finest scenery in Pocono Moun- 
tains ; table, water and Friendly environment ; pri- 
vate baths; exhilarating golf, tennis and bowling; 
ample garage ; fine stone roads, J,W. Hurley, Mgr. 
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The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Canada. These 
rates include postage : 


Five or more copies, either t 
$1.00 ape Raped 


separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year, 

One copy, or any number of 
$1.50 


copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
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One copy, five years, $6.00. 
Free Copies 


One free copy addi- 

tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
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The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, except by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 
euable all the teachers of a school to examine it, 
will be sent free upon application: 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Christmas 
Services 


The Rodeheaver Kind 


Christmas services that are bright and 
snappy—that you will enjoy preparing 
and which your audience will enjoy hear- 
ing. Three new ones, and among them 
is just the one for your school. 


Peace on Earth 
The Heavenly King 
The Star of Light 


POPULAR PRICES: 
Sc per copy, 55c per dozen, $4.35 per 100, 
prepaid ; $4.00 per 100, not prepaid. 
Send for FREE sample copies 


If your Sunday School is not using our 
great new song book, 


“Songs for Service” 


send at once for a copy for free 15-day 
examination. A wonderfully fine book 
in every respect. Printed in both round 
and shaped notes. 


THE RODEHEAVER CO. 


1077 Monon Building, - - - Chicago 
627 Lippincott Building, - Philadelphia 











Christmas Music 


for Christmas Packet con- 

SEND 8 CENTS A two services: 

**ON EARTH PEACE” 

** CHRISTMASTIDE PROCLAIM" 

Also Cantata: ‘*‘ SANTA CLAUS JUNIOR ”’ 
And our 112-page Holiday Catalogue with illus- 
trated Circulars of Xmas Collection Devices. 
OUR CATALOGUE FREE 

Ten Christmas Services, assorted, sent for 30 cts. 
Twenty-six Christmas Services,assorted,sent for75 cts. 
Twelve Cantatas, assorted, sent for 40 cents. 


MacCalla & Company., Inc., #? Pock St. 


























FREE CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


NEW CHRISTMAS SERVICES. ¥ 
Samples freeto Pastors, Supt’s, or Committees. 
Send roc in stamps for package of New Christmas 
Music. 
Each service complete with Recitations, etc. 
CHRISTMAS CANTATAS _ 
Bill Bender’s Christmas, by C. Austin Miles, 25c. 
Betty 's Dilemma, or A Christmas House Party, by 
Mrs. Yale and Dr. Geibel. ‘25c. 
Kree Examination Copies uron request. 


Recitations, Drills, Exercises in Christmas Helper } 


No. 3. _ 10c in stamps. 
Christmas Play, The Inventor, by Mrs. Yale, 15¢ in 
stamps. 


HALL-MACK CO.) 1018-1020 Arch Street, Philadelphia 
ADAM GEIBEL CO. ) 426 S. Wabash (Agency), Chicago 


IT’S EASY TO SELECT A 
Service offer an unequaled variety for selection. 
Sunday School Superintendents, Pas- 


tors and Chairmen of Music Com- 
mittees will get samples by return 


mail on request. 


265 W. 36th Street, New York 
Tullar-Meredith Co. 14 W. Washington St., Chicago 


when our package of samples is at hand. Three 
new carol services and a new Story and Song 





DR. JAMES M. GRAY 


now writes the expositions of the Sunday 
School Lessons exclusively for 


The CHRISTIAN WORKERS MAGAZINE 


Dr. Robert M. Russell gives the Devotional Lessons, 
and Mr. E. O. Sellers, ‘Teachers’ Problems. This is 
the best all-round magazine for Christian Workers. 
10c a copy, 25c for 3 months, $1 per year. The 
Christian Workers Magazine, 150 Institute P1., Chicago 


MARY BALDWIN SEMINARY Fsr,Youns t2dies 
Staunton, Va. 
‘Term begins Sept. oth, 1915. Located in the Shenan- 
doah Valley of Virginia. Unsurpassed climate. Modern 
appointments. Students the past session from 33 
States. Terms moderate. Pupils enterany time. Send 


for catalogue. Miss E. C. WEIMAR. Principal. 
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and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co., Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich 


WILLIAMS PIANOS 


AND ORGANS for homes and churches sent on 


. approval. Factory prices and easy 
terms. Send for free catalog. State which 


gan. Williams Piano &OrganCo.,Vept. »Chicago 
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, Views of the Sunday School ”’ (The Sunday 


| The Sunday School of To-day, Smith (Revell, 
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Ask Marion Lawrance 
(Continued from preceding page) 


and for the glory of God, having made 
the right kind of preparation, must not con- 
sider his work a failure because he does not 
see results as he would like to see them. In 
Christian work faithfulness itself is success, 
and yet there should be the constant looking 
out and longing for the visible results indi- 
cated by conversions and confessions of Jesus 
Christ. Some teachers are excellent seed- 
sowers and not so good at reaping, but faith- 
ful seed-sowing always brings its reward, 
whether we see that reward just when we 
should like to or not, ‘* Let us not be weary 
in well-doing: for in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not.’’ 





ONTARIO.—We have a Sunday-school of 
about 250 enrolment, but no teachers’ and Offi- 
cers’ Olganization except a meeting of teachers 
for study of lesson at close of prayer service. 
We seem to work as units rather than a body. 
I have strongly advocated a teachers’ and offi-, 
cers’ association ; but our superintendent seems 
to fear over-organization, ‘This is the quese 
tion: [s a teachers’ and officers’ organiza- 
tion of value to a Sunday-school? If so, in 
what directions and what form seems most ad- 
visable for a church in a small town with sev- 
eral teachers from the country ? 

We are placing a teachers’ and officers’ sec- 
tion in our Sunday-school library. Would you 
kindly give a list of what are considered the 
most helpful books for Sunday-school workers? 
Don't forget to mention your own.—E. R. F 


OU do not need a new organization, but 
you need a meeting every week of vour 
officers and teachers, and it ought to 

be under the direction of your superinten- 
dent. A meeting of this kind can be made 
really a dynamo of your whole school. I 
would not willingly superintend any school 
if 1 could not have a workers’ meeting—a | 
regular workers’ meeting. 

When you come together you should study | 
the school. Suppose, for example, you 
should give every person present on one 
night a slip of paper, and ask them to an- 
swer the following question : ‘* Wherein can 
our Sunday-school be improved?’’ If you | 
allow them to answer this question without 
signing their names you will get some sur- | 
prising answers. Then take up these items 
one by one, Somebody will say that you 
ought to have better music. ‘Then give some 
attention to the music, Have your organist, 
or your chorister, if you have one, talk about 
the music, * Let’ the pastor tell what effect 
reaily good music has in a religious service. 

Another will say the school ought to be 
graded, ‘Then give attention to that. You 
need not look far to find plenty of subjects 
to discuss that will bristle with interest. 
Suppose at one meeting you pay attention to 
the Home Department. If you have one, 
your superintendent of that department will 
have a good deal to say to you, and tell you 
how the whole material of the school can be 
made to work into that department for its 
good, If you have no such department the 
pastor, or superintendent, or somebody, can 
describe what a Home Department is, and 
how it works, and speak of the effects of it, 
and so on, 

Then, since you have mentioned the mat- 
ter of a library for the workers, I would call 
your attention to the fact that this in itself 
would be of great interest. Suppose -you 
should take’ a book like H. Clay Trum- 
bull’s ‘* Teaching and ‘Teachers”’ (Scrib- 
ners, $1.25), and read a chapter at a meet- 
ing ; or if you want something in addition, 
that would create a little merriment suppose 
you read a chapter of Rogers’ ‘* Boy’s-Eye 





School Times, 60 cents). 
The following books will be 
your workers’ library : 
The Sunday School at Work, Faris (Presby- 
terian Board, $1.25). 


helpful in 


$1.25). 

Sunday School Success, Wells (Methodist 
Book Concern, $1). 

The Boy and the Sunday. School, Alexander 
(Methodist Book Concern, $1 net). 

The Graded Sunday School in Principle and 
Practice, Meyer (Methodist Book Con- 
cern, 75 cents net). 

Child Nature’ and Child Nurture, St. John 
(Pilgrim Press, 75 and 50 cents net). 
Stories and Story Telling, St. John (Pilgrim | 

Press, 50 cents net), 
Send to your publishing, house and they 
will give you much help by sending youa 
more complete list of books. 
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Law of Great Thinking. 

The Four Factors on which 
it depends. 

How to develop analytical 
power. 

How to think “all around” 
any subject. 

How to throw the mind into 
deliberate, controlled, 
productive thinking. 

Detailed directions for Per- 
fect Mind Concentration, 

How to acquire the power 
of Consecutive Thinking, 
Reasoning, Analysis 

How to acquire the skill of 
Creative Writing. 

How to guard against errors 
in Thought. 

How to.drive from the mind 
all unwelcome thoughts. 

How to follow any line of 


what we most want in life. 


Anyone Can Have an Indomitable Will 


It has long been known that the Will can be trained 
into wonderful power—like memory, or like any 
one of the senses—by intelligent exercise and use. 
The trouble with almost everyone is that they do 
not use their wills. They carry out other people's 
wills, or drift along with circumstance. If you 
held your arm in a sling for two years, the muscles 
would become powerless to lift a feather. That is 
exactly what happens, in most people, to the fac- 
ulty we call “welik-nanver.”* Because we never use 
the Will, we finally become unable to use it. We 


degenerate into beings a little more than slaves—un- 


happy, discontented, envious, hoping blindly that 
“some day’’—without any effort—we will attain 
“Power of Will,’’ by 
Frank Channing Haddock, Ph. D., M. S., is a 


scientific course in Will-Training which has helped 
over 75,000 people. 
thorough course in Will-Training, consisting of 28 
lessons. 
train their wills into wonderful powers. 


This great work provides a 


It reveals the secrets as to how great men 


For Master-Men 


(Lesson for Oct. 31). October 16, 1915 


Power of Will 


Why is this man master? He is unarmed. The 
lion has the physical strength to tear him to 
shreds—his mouth is watering, yet he dares not. He 
is cowed—cowed by the man’s POWER OF WILL. 








“From what I have already 
seen I believe I can get $300 
to $30,000 worth of good out 


of it.” C. D. Van Vechten, 
General Ageni No. West Life 
Ins.Co., Cedar Ra pids, lowa. 
“In my judgment ‘ Power of 
Will’ is wonderfull” Owen 
J. McCaughey, Secretary of 
‘orp. Securities Co. St. 
Louis Missouri, 
“Will-Power is a compila- 
tion of mighty force. My 
first week's benefit in dollars 
is $900 — cost $3; profit 
$897." J. W. Hiestand, 916 
Tribune Bidg., Chicago, Jil. 
“ The first thing I happened 
upon when I opened this 
book was ‘Some Diseases of 
the Imagination," and I tell 
you that chapter alone is 
worth ten times the price of 








the book. I wish such a vol- 
ume had come into my pos- 
session 25 years ago."" Thos. 
O'Connor, 270 Precita Ave., 
San Francisco. 

“Ttisthe greatest book I ever 
looked into. The testimo- 
nials regarding it are inade- 
quate as to its merits. It has 
startled mealready— though 
I have read only a few ¢ hap- 
ters." Reve. A. Turkington, 
Blanchester, Ohio. 

“If you had all the corre- 
spondence courses on the 


thought with keen, con- 


Master-Men like Judge Ben B. Lindsey; Supreme 
Court Justice Parker; Wu Ting Fang, ex-U. S. 
Chinese Ambassador; Lieutenant-Governor McKel- 
vie of Nebraska; General Manager Christeson 
of Wells-Fargo Express Co.; Asst. Postmaster- 
General Britt; Ernest Knaebel, Asst. Att'y-Gen'l 
of the U.S.; E. St. Elmo Lewis, now Vice-President 
Art Metal Const. Co., are owners—and literally 
thousands of other men of action and ambition like 
them—read, use and praise ‘‘ Power of Will.” 

Its readers talk of it as of a Bible. It has made 
decisive men of action out of the most miserable 


centrated Power. 
How to develop Reasoning 
Power. 

How to Handle the Mind 
in Creative Thinking. 
The secret of Building Mind 

Power. 
How the Will is made to act. 
How to test your Will. 
How a Strong Will is Mas- 
ter of Body. 


What creates Human 


Power. “down-and-outs.” It has cured victims of drink market and if you studied 

The Six Principles of Will_| and other.vices. It has made big meri bigger by them for ten years youcould 
training. 3} ring tk I : 3 maton A not succeed in mastering the 
raining Showing them how to use their brains better. It is 


Definite Methods for devel- 
oping Will, 

The NINETY-NINE 
METHODS for using 
Will-Power in the Con- 
duct of Life. 

Seven principles of drill in 
Mental, Physical, Per- 


system discovered and laid 
bare by this twentieth cen- 
tury Genius.” Wm. W. 
Long, Cleburne Springs, Ark 
“Lam unable to do this book 
justice with the pen. It isa 
lifelong study, known and 
prized by those who are for- 
tunate enough to select it out | 
of the many.”" Sam'l Rose, 
Jefferson Loan Society, 
Inc., Norfolk, Va. 


We have hun- 
dreds of such 
testimonials on 


a goad to old and young alike. It has re-awakened 
ambition in men and women who have been turned 
from their life purposes, and shown its students how 
to carry forward their ambitions to consummation. 


Is YOUR Will Dormant 


Look back upon your life. Once upon a time, no doubt, you 
weaved great dreams of what you were going to make of yourself, 
Are they accomplished now? Why are they not ac complished? 
Is it not because you lacked a strong, powerful, dominating, 
inflexible WILL? You allowed others to control and influ- 
you to their ends, instead of controlling others 
rself. You let insignificant daily incidents everlast- 
€ gaz turn you from your purpose, Gradually like so 

How to cx nany of us—you allowed this God-given fac ulty of 
upon what is before you will to become scotched and DORMANT in you, 
object, person, printed Dr. Haddock has a message for you— 
page, work a real message of emancipation from 

How to become the blasting human curse of indecision 
Nerve Action and blind habit—a message which every 

How to keep the body well- man from 20 to 60 years old should get, 
poised. 

How to open the Mind and 
Body for reception of in- 
coming power. 

How to exercise the Nerves. 

How to throw off Worry. 

How to overcome the tyr- 
rany of the Nervous sys- 





sonal power 

FIFTY-ONE MAXIMS for 
applied powe eT 
tion. Memory, Imagfna- 
tion, Sclf-Analysis, 






















aware of 


Send No Money — Examine 
ook First 

The price of the book, although it is 

really a complete course in Will- 

Training, is only $3.00, The publish- 

ers will gladly send a copy free, for 

five days’ inspection. Send no money 





tem. now. Merely mail the coupon on the 
How to secure steady right, enclosing your business card, or m mee vonah coed 
nerves. giving a reference. If you decide to 0.a.copy or ; 


08 approval. I agree to remit 
$3.00 or remail the book in 5 days. 


How to maintain the Cen- 
tral Factors of Health, 
etc., etc., etc 


keep the book, send the money. If 
not, mail the book back. Tear out 
and fill in the coupon now before 
you turn this page. 

PELTON PUBLISHING CO. 
110 Frank Bldg. Meriden, Conn. 


Com plete list of contents 
would nearly fill this page. 























Pull! The shade 





Pull! 


won't go 
up if the roller is not right 


OW often has this happened in your home? And 

how often, too, have you had shades which couldn't 
be made to stay down ? Hartshorn Shade Rollers avoid 
these annoyances. That is why they are now used im over 
10,000,000 homes. No tacks are necessary. FREE. Send 
for valuable book, “How to Get the Best Service from 
Your Shade Rollers.” To be protected in buying rollers, 
always look for this name in script 


Stewart Hartshorm@o 
Jept. 38, E. Newark, N. J, 
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TEMPERANCE 2t2stassoriancs | 
Programs, Libraries, Lantern Slides, and information 





: of all kinds, as well as speakers, furnished by the 
Presbyterian Board of Temperance, First National Bank Building, - - Pittsburgh, Pa. 














